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Bold  Missions  needs  10,000  bi- 
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pastors 


By  Dm  McGrcf or 

wife's  father  had  organized  the  church. 

Holloway  soon  found  he  could  not  provide  for 
his  family  in  a  smaU,  full-time  pastorate. 
While  at  New  Orleans  Seminary,  between 
terms,  he  heard  a  man  from  Kansas  point  out 
the  need  in  that  state  for  educators  and 
preachers.  One  day  his  wife  dropped  him  off 
beside  the  highway  at  6  a.m.,  and  by  sundown 
he  was  in  Altoona,  Kan.  The  next  day  he  was 
hired  as  an  elementary  principal,  and  he 
rented  a  bouse.  After  hie  moved  his  family 
there  he  gathered  a  group  in  an  abandoned 
one-room  scbod  building  aixl  began  a  church. 

Later  Holloway  began  work  on  a  master’s 
degree  in  sdxwl  administratioa  at  Pittsburg, 
Kan.,  and  be  was  called  to  be  interim  pastor  of 
First  Southern  Baptist  Church  in  Pittsburg. 

He  also  now  has  a  doctor  of  education  de¬ 
gree. 

“The  call  to  prepare,”  he  said,  “is  almost  as 
intense  as  the  call  to  minister." 

Subsequently  he  enrolled  at  Midwestern 
Seminary  at  Kansas  City.  At  that  point  he  was 


For  21  years,  however,  he  had  been  frus¬ 
trated  because  he  was  not  in  a  full-time  pasto¬ 
rate.  In  Octob^  (rf  1977  he  saw  an  article  in 
Home  hOsdsu  Magazine  about  bi-vocational 
pastors,  and  he  realized  why  he  was  in  thatsmt 
of  ministry.  He  said  it  was  the  greatest  life¬ 
changing  lift  be  had  experienced  since  he  was 
saved  as  a  Junior  boy. 

Holloway  said  he  realized  for  the  first  time 
that  he  was  not  alone.  There  are  10,000  more 
like  him  in  the  nation.  Before  he  had  felt 
sec(Hid-class,  less  than  fulfilled. 

In  his  wwk  with  the  Home  Mission  Board, 
which  he  began  in  February  oi  1962,  Holloway 
is  busy  spreading  self  worth  to  all  bi- 
vocational  pastors  “from  Anohorage  to 
Miami  .”  He  is  Seeking  to  alert  young  Christian 
service  volunteers  of  the  need  to  choose  a  sec¬ 
ond  vocation  early  enough,  in  high  school  or  as 
college  freshmen,  he  says.  “It  can  be  the  vehi¬ 
cle  to  transport  them  to  their  point  of  minis¬ 
try.”  And  he  seeks  to  provide  means  of  con- 
(Continued  on  page  3) 


teaching,  coaching,  and  was  the  principal  at 
Hillsdale,  Kan.  Tbe  school  allowed  him  to  hire 
a  substitute  for  the  mornings  in  OTder  to  attend 
the  seminary.  He  left  home  at  5  a.m.  and  drove 
more  than  50  miles  through  the  heart  (rf  Kan¬ 
sas  City  and  took  a  three-quarter  load  at  file 
seminary.  He  returned  to  the  sdMol  at  12:30  to 
teach,  coach,  manage  the  lundi  room,  and 
take  care  cf  his  (Hlncipal’s  duties. 

During  this  time  Holloway  was  gathering  a 
congregation  and  building  a  new  church  build¬ 
ing  in  Paola,  Kan.  “If  you  are  moving  toward  a 
goal,”  he  said,  “regai^ess  of  bow  difficult  the 
circumstances  are,  that  pari  of  the  journey  is 
complete.”  The  Lord  provides  the  strength 
that  ead)  day  demands,  be  added. 

In  1963  Holloway  came  back  to  Bdis8issiK>i  to 
begin  the  church  at  Hoover  Lake  near 
Jackson.  He  had  been  called  by  the  missions 
committee  of  Rankin  Association  to  begin  the 
wmrk.  He  ^yed  there  for  14  years  until  the 
church  went  full-time.  He  began  the  Day  Star 
church  in  1977. 


DaleHoUoway  figures  the  only  way  to  fully  He  had  been  bi-vocational  for  25  years  before 
th»  gnaiii  ni  BwlH  Miialm  Tliniitls  he  joined  the  Staff  of  the  Home  Missioo  Board, 

to  extensively  the  abllittea  of  10,660  bi-  however,  so  he  knows  from  first-hand  experi- 

eoM  about  the  field  in  i^di  he  provides  lead- 
ersh^).  Ifia  “marketplace”  vocation  is  in  edu¬ 
cation,  and  for  12  years  be  was  supenrisor  of 
dementary  education  for  Mississippi. 

HoUoway  didn’t  intend  to  become  a  bi- 
vocational  pastor.  He  was  called  to  preach, 
and  his  aim  was  toward  a  full-time  pastorate. 
He  answered  the  call  to  the  ministry  when  he 
was  14.  He  was  one  of  10  children  of  a  Carriere, 
Miss.,  family. 

He  spent  one  year  at  Clarke  College  and  then 
was  graduated  from  Mississippi  College.  He 
was  in  the  combat  engineers  In  Korea  b^een 
high  school  and  college;  and  when  he 
granted  from  Mississippi  College,  be  was 
married  and  had  two  children. 

He  also  had  a  teaching  certificate. 
Following  what  he  felt  was  his  direction  in 
life,  be  was  called  to  his  first  pastorate.  He  was 
the  second  pastor  of  the  church  at  Louise.  His 


a  the  United  States. 

And  be  feels  their 
ranks  are  going  to 
have  to  be  jotoed  by 
thousands  of  semi¬ 
nary  graduates  who 
othoirise  would  find 
no  place  of  ministry. 

The  nerve  center 
for  bi-vocational  pas¬ 
tors  in  the  United 
States  is  located  just 
south  of  Jackson  at 
HsOeway  Day  Star  Baptist 
Church  in  Raidda  County .  Holloway  is  the  pas¬ 
tor  there.  He  is  also  the  national  consultant  for 
bi-vocational  ministries  for  the  Home  Mission 
Board.  Thus  be,  himself ,  is  a  bi-vocational  pas- 


Gandy  named  president 
state  Convention  Board 


Church,  Holly  Springs;  and  Milton 
Koon,  pastor  of  Gaston  Church, 
Booneville.  The  president,  vice- 
prMkknt,  and  secretary  (tf  the  Con¬ 
vention  Board  also  are  methbers  of  the 
Ebcecutive  Committee.  The  president 
of  the  convention  is  an  ex  officio 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
Joe  Tuten,  chairman  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Education  Commission,  pre¬ 
sented  a  policy  statement  from  the 
commission  that  spoke  to  funding  pro¬ 
cedures  for  the  Baptist  colleges  in  the 
state  in  the  light  of  the  merger  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College  and  Clarke  College. 
The  p^cy  statement  was  adopted  by 
the  Convention  Board. 

The  statement  points  out  that  the 
convention  voted  to  merge  the  two  col¬ 
leges  and  to  continue  funding  Clarke 
CMlege  for  four  years,  beghining  in 
1900  and  continuing  through  1963.  Be- 
(Continued  on  page  3) _ 


L.  ESdward  Gandy,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Kosciusko,  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board  during  tte  board’s  organi- 
zatioaal  meeting  last  week. 

In  a  subsequent  meeting,  Louis 
Smith,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Canton, 
was  re-elected  chairman  of  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  of  the  Convention 
Board. 

Other  officers  elected  by  the  Con¬ 
vention  Board  in  its  meeting  were  Bar- 
tis  Harper,  pastor  of  Tylertown 
Church,  Tylertown,  vice-president, 
and  Mrs.  ESise  Curtis  oi  Gulfport,  re¬ 
elected  secretary. 

Named  vice-chairman  of  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  was  Ingram  Foster, 
layman  of  Prentiss;  and  Mrs.  Ourtis 
was  elected  secretary. 

The  Convention  Board  elected  the 
members  of  its  Executive  Committee. 
They  are  Anthony  Kay,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Calhoun  City;  Dan  Thompson, 
pastor  of  First  Churdi,  Ackoinan;  W. 
A.  Fordham,  pastw  of  First  Church, 
Petal;  Nathan  Barber,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Bay  St.  Louis;  Foster;  James 
Ruffin,  pastor  of  Poplar  Springs  Drive 
Church,  Meridian;  Eddie  Hamilton, 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Carthage;  Ed 
McDaniel,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Greenwood;  Charles  Bagwell,  pastor 
of  Mt.  Vernon  Church,  Columbus; 
Smith;  Donnie  Stewart,  pastor  of  First 
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Everyone’s  got  a  creed 


Baptist  leaders  resp 
to  call  for  ‘guidelin 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— Leaders  He  explained  the  term  creed  comes  press  some  commitment  to  some-  ne  saia  in  ms  lour  pomis.  ine  most 

from  all  spectnuns  of  the  Southern  from  a  Latin  word— credo— which  thing.”  important  part  (of  the  BFM)  is  in  the 

Baptist  Convention  have  responded  means  “I  beUeve.  What  I  am  saying  is  Daper  added  that  the  six  Southern  preamble  which  indicates  it  w  a  guide 

wiUi  skepticism  to  a  suggestion  that  that  we  do  bdieve  something.  Baptist  seminaries  “require  profes-  for  understandmg  and  shoulo  not  be 

the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  es-  “No  matter  what  they  say.  Baptists  sors  to  sign  statements”  of  faith.  “If  imp<^  m  anyone.” 

tablish  “guidelines  of  b^rock  South-  have  got  a  creed— everyone’s  got  a  that  is  not  creedal,  I  don’t  know  what  Paige  Patterson,  president  of  the 

em  Baptist  belief.”  creed.  We  do  believe  in  something.  We  is.  A  creed  is  something  you  have  to  Criswell  Center  for  Biblical  Studies  in 

The  suggestion  was  made  by  SBC  have  a  statement  of  faith  and  a  a^es-  sign  and  adhere  to.  Maybe  what  I  am  Dallas,  is  “lukewarm”  to  the  idea. 
President  James  T.  Draper,  Jr.,  pas-  sion  of  faith.  TTiey  are  creedal  in  a  suggesting  is  not  as  far  out  in  left  field  “While  I  respect  the  president 

tor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of  Euless,  sense _ ”  as  it  may  seem - ”  (Draper)  tremendously,  I  don’t  reaUy 

Texas,  in  a  news  conference  in  mid-  Draper  said  he  made  his  suggestion  Generally,  Draper’s  suggestion  has  see  the  n^  for  going  any  further  than 

November.  He  bfiggsMed  a  committee  inkn  Aorttoberecoftclling.“Weheve  met  with  confusion 'Ihfi'tkepttclsm  the  Baptist  Faith  ^  Message  state- 
be  appointed  to  draw  up  some  “ir-  been  arguing,  but  here  are  some  ftom  Soutbarp  Bapfial  laadejs.  Sqpte  meat.  I  do  not  think  the  problems  (In 
reducible  minimums”  of  things  Bap-  things-bedrock  things— we  can  agree  are  uncertain  what  he  is  calling  for,  the  denomination)  relate  to  the  in- 
tists  believe.  on.  I  had  no  intention  of  suggesting  we  while  others  are  skeptical  of  the  no-  adequacy  of  our  confessions.  I  think 

He  cited  four  things  he  said  are  use  this  to  beat  people  on  the  head  with.  tion.  the  problems  relate  to  the  unwilling- 

“bedrock  belief  .”  They  include  the  full  “I  in  no  way  implied  I  wanted  to  bind  John  M.  Lewis,  pastor  of  First  Bap-  ness  of  our  institutions  and  agencies,  in 

divinity  and  humanity  of  Jesus  Christ,  anybody,  or  require  anyone  to  do  any-  tist  Church  of  Raleigh,  N.C. ,  and  a  some  cases,  to  see  to  it  that  aU  they  do 
substitutionary  atonement  by  Christ  thing.  I  am  not  starting  a  witchhunt.  I  member  of  the  SBC  Executive  Com-  corresponds  to  the  statement  of  fmth 
for  the  sins  of  mankind,  justification  of  suggested  this  as  an  affirming  thing  mittee,  called  it  “a  horrible  idea  in  the  adopted  by  the  convention,”  he  said. 
God’s  grace  through  faith,  and  belief  in  and  do  not  want  to  force  anything  on  light  of  Baptist  history  and  Baptist  The  jaoblem,  he  concluded,  “will  not 

the  bodUy  resurrection  of  Christ.  anybody.  But  I  do  believe  we  need  to  theology.  It’s  gwng  to  be  one  of  the  be  sdved  by  writing  more  creeds  or 
Secular  news  reports  of  Draper’s  affirm  some  of  our  cardinal  truths.”  most  divisive  things  that  has  happened  confessions,”  and  will  not  be  solv^ 
suggestion  caused  confusion  among  Draper  noted  the  principles  he  enun-  to  us.”  untilsomeagencyleaders“haveawil- 

Southem  Baptists  because  they  used  dated  were  things  denominational  Lewis  added:  “What’s  wrong  with  lingness  to  cooperate  and  not  play  lan- 

the  term  “creed.”  Draper  told  Baptist  employees  should  have  to  ascribe  to  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  state-  guage  games,”  and  to  have  “absolute 
Press  he  did  not  use  the  term  creed,  for  continued  employment.  “Those  ment  (a  17  point  and  preamble  state  integrity”  in  conforming  to  what  the 
and  added  “creed  is  a  red-flag  word  for  who  are  recipients  of  Cooperative  ment  of  fdth  adopted  by  the  SBC  in  SBC  perpetuates. 

Southern  Baptists.”  Program  funds  ought  to  have  to  ex-  1963)?  I  think  that  says  a  lot  more  than  (Continued  on  page  4) 


Smith 


Sunday  School  designer  honored 


Convention  Board  officers 

I 

L.  Edward  Gandy,  canter,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Kosciusko,  was  elected  president 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  during  its  organization  meeting  last 


week.  Other  officers  of  the  board  are,  left,  Mrs.  Elise  Curtis,  secretary,  of  Gulfport  and 
Bartis  Harper,  pastor  of  Tylertown  Church,  Tylertown,  vice-president. 

Three  new  Baptist 
Conventions  now  exist 

By  Craig  Bird 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— ’Three 
Southern  Baptist  state  conventions 
were  organized  this  fall,  joining  34 
other  conventions  voluntarily  af¬ 
filiated  with  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention. 

Wyoming  spun  off  from  the  Northern 
Plains  Convention  and  Minnesota- 
Wisconsin  and  New  England  moved 
from  fellowship  status  to  full  conven¬ 
tion  standing. 

State  convention  meetings  found 
Baptists  addressing  a  wide  variety  of 
topics  via  resolutions  and  adopting 
budgets  which  reflected  projected 
grov^. 

The  37  conventions  adopted  opo’at- 
ing  budgets  for  the  coming  year  which 
totaled  approximately  $^.5  million 
with  several  million  ^Uars  more  ap¬ 
proved  in  “challenge”  sections  above 
operating  expenses. 

The  SBCs  unified  giving  program, 
the  Cooperative  Program,  got  a  big 
boost  at  the  national  level.  Messengers 
in  22  states  increased  the  percentajge(rf 
state  income  to  be  sent  to  the  national 
program,  which  underwrites  world¬ 
wide  mission  and  education  efforts. 
Eleven  states  left  their  percentage 
contributions  the  same. 

The  only  convention  to  cut  its  pw- 
centage  was  Northern  Plains,  wMch 
“reluctantly”  stepped  down  from  17 
percent  to  16  percent  when  more  than 
half  of  its  income  ( but  only  a  third  of  its 
overhead)  was  lost  when  Wyoming 
formed  a  separate  convention.  Even 


that  cut  will  be  made  up  since  Wyom¬ 
ing  will  send  20  percent  to  the  national 
level. 

The  ordination  of  women  was  the 
most  widespread  controversy  in  the 
1963  state  meetings. 

Resolutions  concerning  the  ordina¬ 
tion  of  women  as  ministers  were  intro¬ 
duced  in  seven  states  but  debated  only 
in  five.  In  Georgia  the  resolution  was 
withdrawn  and  in  Missouri  the  resolu¬ 
tions  committee  declined  to  report  it 
out.  In  both  cases  “a  desire  for  unity” 
was  given  as  a  reason. 

North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina 
passed  resolutions  saying  the  issue 
was  one  for  each  local  church  to  decide 
while  Tennessee  okayed  a  resolution 
suf^rting  the  role  of  wmnen  in  Bap¬ 
tist  life  which  did  not  take  a  stand  of 
any  kind  on  the  issue  of  ordination.  A 
majority  of  West  Virginia  messengers 
opposed  the  ordination  of  women  but 
recognized  the  right  of  each  local 
church  to  decide  the  matter  for  itself. 

But  in  Illinois  and  Oklahoma,  debate 
was  more  strident. 

In  Oklahoma,  an  unsuccessful  at¬ 
tempt  was  made  to  amend  the  conven¬ 
tion’s  constitution  to  exclude  messen¬ 
gers  from  churches  which  ordain 
women  (or  have  charismatic  prac¬ 
tices). 

Still,  messengers  overwhelmingly 
backed  a  resolution  which  said  the  or¬ 
dination  of  women  as  deacons  and 
ministers  “deviates  from  the  accepted 
(Continued  on  page  3) 


The  memory  of  Mississippian  Ar¬ 
thur  Flake,  designer  of  Baptist  Sunday 
School  OTganization  and  administra¬ 
tive  methods,  was  honored  during  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  in 
'Jackson  recently. 

A  plaque  was  presented  to  First 
Church,  Winona,  by  the  Southern  Bap- 


converted  at  age  31  in  Meridian,  Mis- 
sissii^i,  this  laymen  became  a  leader 
in  Winona  First  Baptist  Church, 
launched  the  first  Mississippi  Baptist 
Young  People’s  Union  in  Winona 
( 1895)  and  led  in  organizing  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  State  B.Y.P.U.  Convention 
(1899). 


tist  Historical  Commission,  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board,  and  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention. 

Lynn  May,  head  of  the  Historical 
Commission,  presented  the  plaque  to 
the  church  in  care  of  Jerry  Mixon,  pas¬ 
tor,  with  Flake’s  daughter,  Mrs.  John 
Gerber  of  Memphis;  Grady  (fothen, 
Sunday  School  Board  head,  and  Elarl 
Kelly,  executive  secretary  of  the 
MBGB,  as  co-presenters.  ' 

Mixon  reported  that  the  plaque  will 
be  unveiled  in  a  special  service  at  the 
churdi  Jan.  29, 1964,  at  the  conclusion 
of  a  Sunday  School  enrollment  cam¬ 
paign. 

Flake  had  been  a  leader  in  First 
Church  for  several  years  when  he 
joined  the  Sunday  School  Board  staff  In 
1909. 

The  inscription  on  the  plaque  is  a  tes¬ 
timony  to  Flake’s  life  and  service.  It 
reads: 

ARTHUR  FLAKE 

18IM9S2 

“Born  in  Fayette  County,  Texas, 


“His  major  contribution  was  in  the 
field  of  Sunday  School  development, 
pioneering  Southern  Baptist  Sunday 
School  work  in  organizaticHi  and  prog¬ 
ram.  Employed  by  the  Sunday  School 
Board  S^,  hie  served  as  field  secre¬ 
tary  (1909-20)  and  as  secretary  of  the 
department  of  Sunday  School  ad¬ 
ministration  (1920-36).  He  is  best 
known  for  his  use  of  the  “Flake  For¬ 
mula”  (a  five  step  formula  in  building 
a  Sunday  School— know  the  pos¬ 
sibilities,  enlarge  the  organization, 
provide  a  place,  train  the  workers  and 
go  after  the  prospects). 

“He  also  led  Baptists  to  use  the  six- 
point  record  system,  the  standard  of 
excellence,  the  officers’  and  teachers’ 
meeting  and  the  associational  en- 
largemeat  campaign.  He  created  Sun¬ 
day  School  administrative  literature 
including  the  “Sunday  School  Buil¬ 
der.”  His  best  known  bwk  was  “Build¬ 
ing  a  Standard  Sunday  School.”  He 
was  buried  in  Bakiwyn,  Mississippi.” 
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Darlene  Hill  appointed 
as  semester  missionary 


Darlene  Hill,  a  student  at  Missis¬ 
sippi  College,  has  been  appointed  as  a 
semester  student  missionary  by  the 

■■llllllllllllll^  Baptist 

Student 

Miss  Hill,  a  junior 
elementary  ^uca- 
tion 

begin  in 

January  at  the 
Friendship  Center 
in  Japan. 

^^^^^^^■Her  work  will  in- 
HU  dude  teaching  Ea- 
glish  classes  for  all  ages,  helping  in 
housekeeping  and  groundskeeping. 


involvement  in  a  local  church’s  Eki- 
glish  Bible  study,  and  leading  in  other 
activities. 

The  job  description  calls  for  a  60 
hour  work  week,  10  a.m.  to  10  p.m. 
Misskmaries  Bill  and  Linda  Hollaway 
will  be  her  advisors. 

mim  Hill’s  assignment  will  continue 
to  July. 

Ihe  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charlie 

Hill  of  Jackson,  Miss  Hill  was  a  student 

summer  missionary  to  Newport  News, 
Va.,  last  summer.  Her  father  is  bus 
miitister  at  Parkway  Church,  Jackson, 
where  Miss  Hill  also  is  a  member. 
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Thvaday,  December  t,  IM 


THi  GREAT  SWgPOf  OOP’S  lOVI 

ASCEMDED 


HE  THAT  DESCENDED  IS  THE  ALSO  THAT 
UP  EAR  AMV|  Aa  THAT  HE  MKHT  EIU 


U.S.  ambassador  to  the  Catholics 


against  funding  a  Vatican  ambas-  the  State  Department, 
sador.  The  President  has  signed  it.  The  proper  way  to  provide  the  funds 
Yet.  in  the  words  of  Yogi  Berra,  necessiuy  would  be  for  the  appropria- 
erstwhile  New  York  Yankees  catcher  tions  committees  to  make  them  avail- 
and  big  league  manager  and  coad),  “It  aUe.  The  committees  could  do  it  either 
ain’t  over  ’til  it’s  over.’’  And  it’s  not  by  supplemental  fundhtg  in  the  19M 
over  yet.  fiscal  year  or  put  the  necessary  funds 

For  an  ambassador  to  be  appointed  in  the  1965  budget, 
to  the  Vatican  the  necessary  money  In  all  three  instances  the  ^>proprla- 
would  have  to  be  a(^;HT>priated  by  the  tions  committees  of  the  House  and  the 
Congress;  or  the  State  Department  Senate  are  key  elements.  Jamie  Whit- 
would  have  to  shift  around  some  funds  ten,  congressman  from  Tupelo,  is 
already  appropriated  for  fiscal  year  chairman  of  the  House  ap|Nt>priations 
1964,  which  started  on  Oct.  1.  committee.  Both  Sen.  Thad  Cochran 

The  word  on  the  latter  course  of  ac-  and  Sen.  John  Stennis  are  members  of 
tion  is  that  the  State  Department  is  the  Soiate  approfaiations  committee, 
likely  to  test  the  waters  of  the  approp-  Any  Mississippian  who  feels  that 
riations  committees  of  the  House  and  sending  a  full-fledged  ambassadw  to  a 

Senate  before  it  begins  shifting  funds,  religious  organization  is  not  only  an 
It  is  required  to  report  to  the  appropri-  unwise  concept  but  also  contrary  to  the 
ations  committees  that  it  is  making  dictates  of  the  U.S.  Constitution  should 
such  shifts,  and  the  State  Department  get  in  touch  with  all  of  these  men  im- 
dq>ends  on  the  appropriations  com-  mediately.  They  are  in  places  that  will 
mittees  for  its  complete  funding,  count  as  this  drama  bcgios  to  unfold. 
Therefore,  any  reticence  on  the  part  of  It’s  not  over  yet,  and  the  idea  of  hav- 

a  sizeable  portion  of  an  appropriations  ing  an  ambassador  to  the  Catholic 
committee  is  not  going  unnoticed  by  church  needs  to  be  stopped. 


In  1667,  116  years  ago,  tbe  United  church,  and  state.  To  send  an  ambas- 
ttatos  Congress  wisely  adopted  legte-  Mdor  to  tbe  Vatican  vioiates  that  prin- 

ttUon  that  proMbited  providing  ftnds  dple  completely 
for  an  ambassador  to  the  Va^.  Re-  The  claim  that  the  Vatican  is  a 
grettably,  in  196S  that  prohibition  has  sovereign  state  is  true,  but  it  is  true 
•^P*****-  ^  because  the  Vatican  is  a  dictatorship 

•:  The  rationalization  was  the  same  as  and  a  dos^  sodety,  and  no  one  other 
that  used  with  any  other  creeping  than  Catholics  can  giet  in.  Therefore  it 
change.  The  statement  was  that  this  retains  its  separate  nature,  and  it  also 
does  not  establish  the  necessity  of  an  retains  its  rdigious  nature.  We  don’t 
ambassador  to  the  Vatican  but  simply  send  amb^adors  to  the  Anglican 
makes  aich  an  establishment  a  possi-  Church  or  the  Eastern  Ortbodoz. 

To  comolicate  matters,  tbe  Vatican 
Rest  assured,  however,  that  there  has  tbe  abUHy  to  ezert  a  significant 
will  be  an  ambassador  to  the  Vatican  influence  on  a  sizeable  group  of 
unless  something  is  done  inunedlately.  American  voters. 

Tbe  political  power  of  the  Catholic  vote  This  is  in  no  wise  a  commentary  on 

will  see  to  that.  the  Catholic  church,  tbe  way  in  which 

Under  normal  circumstances  we  it  conducts  its  business,  or  the  religi- 
would  have  to  say  that  if  a  group  has  ous  concepts  of  its  adherents.  It  is  a 
that  kind  of  power  in  our  donocratic  political  discusskto.  It  is  a  discussion 
system,  then  it  deserves  what  its  of  the  wisdom  of  using  tazpayers’ 
power  can  obtain  for  it.  But  we  have  a  money  to  send  an  ambanador  to  a  re- 
cooflict  To  maintain  our  democratic  li^ous  cmnmunity. 
system  sw  also  have  determined  that  Both  houMs  of  Congress  have  passed 

we  must  maintain  a  separation  of  the  bill  that  repeals  the  prohibition 


THE'^ 

icauci-” 

Efivion 


^  tIFB  I 


Tax  credits  derailed  for  now 


from  Communism 


from  the  tazes  that  he  owes  the  gov-  By  the  same  token.  Baptists  should 
emment.  A  deduction  is  different  in  notkwktootherdenominationsforbelp 
that  it  is  taken  from  the  gross  salary  through  tazes  to  help  finance  Baptist  LastweekattheSilver  Palace  of  the  village,  he  <foeamed  of  becoming  a 

and  then  the  regular  taz  rate  is  applied,  schools.  Mediterranean  Academy  in  New  York  .  forestry  engineer  or  a  chemical  sn- 

Therefore  the  public  treasury  loss  is  Some  will  argue  that  the  money  City,  the  Knights  of  Malta  presented  gineer,  far  he  loved  plants  and  ani- 

much  less  in  the  case  of  a  diction  would  go  to  families  rather  than  their  prestigious  Peace  and  Justice  mals.  After  his  family  moved  -to 
than  in  the  case  of  taz  credit.  schools  and  therefore  would  not  consti-  Award  to  (fomel  Petrassevich,  and  Bucharest,  he  went  one  day  to  search 

But,again,evenadeductionisbadif  tute  a  violation  of  the  separation  of  gave  him  tbe  title,  Knight  of  Human-  for  the  univaisity’s  school  of  forestry 
it  causes  the  public  treasury  to  lose  church  and  state.  In  the  fin^  analysis,  ity.  Among  the  few  who  have  received  so  he  might  apply  there.  Along  the 
money  in  favor  of  a  religious  effort.  however,  tbe  money  would  get  to  the  tWs  award  are  Truman,  J<rfui  Glenn,  way,  tbe  wind  blew  his  hat  off .  Chasteg 
It  would  not  be  right  for  the  Pres-  school  in  the  form  o{  tuition;  and,  be-  Werner  von  Braun,  Nizon,  and  Kis-  the  hat,  he  wound  up  at  ^  wrong 
byterians.forezample.toasktheBap-  cause  it  would  be  available,  would  singer.  place— the  school  of  me^dne.  For  a 

tiste  to  help  them  education  their  own  allow  the  school  to  charge  more  for  Petrassevich  is  a  medical  doctor  lark,  he  applied  there  instead— and 

children  in  their  Presbyterian  schools,  tuition  without  it’s  costing  the  family  who  specialized  in  gynecology  and  passed  the  test.  “But  I  don’t  want  to  be 

If  the  Presbjrterians,  or  Catholics,  or  more.  obstetrics.  An  American  citizen  now,  a  doctw,’’  he  told  his  mother.  “You 

Mormons,  want  to  e^cate  their  chil-  Religious  schools  could  use  aU  of  the  he  came  to  this  country  as  a  fugitive  can  help  your  fellow  man  more  as  a 
dren  in  their  schools,  they  should  pay  money  they  could  get.  There  is  no  de-  from  Communists  who  kept  him  in  doctor,’’  ^e  said,  so  he  took  her  ad- 
for  it  themselves  and  not  ask  others  to  bating  that.  They  don’t  need  to  get  it  prison  in  Rumania  fw  16  years.  In  1962,  vice. 

from  the  public  treasury,  however.  an  invention  of  his  was  patented,  and  In  1943,  be  wds  graduated  from  the 

he  gave  the  property  rights  to  the  U.S.  University  of  Bucharest  and  then 
government.  It  is  a  surgical  retractor  served  in  military  ho^itals  until  the 
that  provides  its  own  light  source  for  end  of  World  War  H.  Aftorward,  as  a 
illumination  of  a  body  cavity.  physician  in  Bucharest  working  at  the 

Afto*  retiring  from  the  U.S.  PuUic  YMCA,  he  was  a  friend  to  many  British 
Health  Service  last  year,  he  moved  to  and  American  officers.  (When  Soviet 
Philadelphia,  Miss.,  where  he  was  at  tnx^  confiscated  state crq;> reserves, 
one  time  on  the  staff  of  the  Indian  hos-  all  tte  federal  gold,  and  alnuNst  all  the 
pital.  His  niece,  Silvia,  is  pharmacist  cattle,  this  was  contrary  to  the  peace 
at  that  hospital  now,  and  Silvia  is  mar-  treaty,  and  Petrassevich  voic^  his 
ried  to  Kenneth  Breakfield,  nephew  of  disapproval. ) 
my  Baptist  Building  friend,  Mildred  After  the  British  and  Americans  left 
Tolar.  Thus  I  met  the  distinguished  in  the  fall  of  1948,  the  Soviets  cradled 
doctor,  when  Mildred  introduMd  him  down  on  the  Rumman  Byzantine  Rite 
td  The,  at  ahd'’Silfla*S'new  Catholic  Church.  (Petrassevich  and 

hddsd,  htidflndtideii  i  siiJfofifr  hhn.  “his>  faimiy  werp  Cattralies. )  They 
Kni^t  of  Humanity.  The  title  fits  raped  and  beat  «|nd  imprisoned  nuns, 
him.  His  blue-green  eyes  reflect  his  in-  and  arrested  the  priests  and  monks, 
finite  patience,  his  kindness.  From  By  the  end  of  tbe  year  they  did  away 
him  emanates  an  aura  of  electric  with  that  church  altogethw  and  with 
energy.  The  spiritual  depth,  tbe  men-  all  churches  that  would  not  sign  an  ag- 
tal  brilliance  of  this  num  fill  his  face  reement  not  to  protest  the  atheistic 
with  a  sort  of  glow.  Elven  Kenneth’s  Communist  regime, 
dogs  could  feel  ^  gentleness,  for  they  Thm  they  to^  at  least  400,000  politi- 

f(^wed  his  car  when  I  went  with  him  cal  prisoners— lawyers,  teachers, 

to  see  his  library,  in  the  house  where  he  gencitds,  doctors - andonlyanes- 

is  completing  a  book  on  physiology  and''  timated  7,000  lived  through  the  haril- 
ezpects  soon  to  begin  his  memoirs.  His  ships  that  followed.  At  2  a.m.  on  Dec. 
books  include  volumes  in  the  five  Ian-  19, 1948,  Communist  leaders  arrested 
guages  that  he  speaks— and  range  Cornel  Petrassevich.  “It  was  the  end 
from  medicine  to  history  to  classical  of  my  life,’’  he  wrote  later, 
literature,  and  the  prayer  book  that  be-  He  was  tortured  and  starved  and 

longed  to  his  mother  in  Rumania.  kept  in  windowless  prisons,  a  small 
As  I  talked  with  him,  I  thought,  light  bulb  burning  day  and  night.  His 
“Surely  he  has  suffered  more  than  (M'operty  was  coidiscated.  For  many 
anyone  ought  to  be  asked  to  suffer.’’  months,  he  sat  in  chains.  For  thI^ee 
Many  have  tdd  him  to  rest  now  and  years  he  worked  10-hour  shifts  in  lead 
enjoy  his  freedom,  but  he  says,  “I  can-  mines.  His  hearing  failed  in  one  ear. 
not  be  silent.’’  He  travels  constantly  His  food  usually  totaled  no  more  than 


Guest  opinion 


The  presence  of  the  Lord 


times.  I  remembered  her  agony  of  ez-  she  looked  so  tiny  and  helpless;  but  long  lives.  She  was  happy,  an  inspira- 

pression  when  I  came  to  CCU  after  tbe  little  did  I  know  what  a  fighter  she  tion  to  others,  loved  her  friends,  and 

third  episode.  She  was  covered  with  would  prove  to  be.  most  of  all— she  knew  the  Lord, 

the  various  apparaU  of  emergency  After  five  months  of  hospital  care.  By  being  saved  young,  she  didn’t 

including  many  near  scrapes  with  have  to  worry  about  being  better  than 
death,  that  sparkle  was  still  there  ;  and  sofoe  hypoihW’oir  'liaiiilttlng  to  some 
she.^led  n^  foan  any  other  fx-  ^  evil  lifi^^'l&ib  kfilMy  realized, fhat 
pression.  Being  five  months  behind  she  needed  the  'Lord  in  her  life' and 
didn’t  hamper  her  from  catching  up  asked  him  to  come  in. 
and  getting  the  most  out  of  life.  I  feel  her  knowing  the  Lord  helped 

On  trips  to  cystic  fibrosis  clinics  I  her  accept  her  worsened  condition 
would  see  children  held  in  the  grips  of  these  last  two  years  which  included  10 
this  terrible  disease  and  cause  myself  trips  to  the  hospital.  When  one  of  her 
to  think  that  Stacey  would  never  be  cystic  fibrosis  friends  was  dying  last 
like  them.  She  gave  little  thought  to  the  fall,  Stacey  assured  her  own  mother 
fact  that  she  was  handicapped— still  that  the  boy  would  be  “ok”  because  he 

getting  the  most  out  of  life.  Only  once  knew  the  Lord, 
or  twice  did  she  ask  the  question— Why  Wouldn’t  it  be  a  shame  to  live  an  en- 

did  God  make  me  be  sick?  tire  life  and  miss  this  most  important 

Stacey  was  a  very  inquisitive  opportunity  which  Stacey  took  advan- 
child — asking  many  amusing  and  im-  t^e  of?  Her  life  was  an  example,  Ues- 

portant  questions  during  her  12  short  sing,  and  an  inspiration  to  others.  She 
years  in  my  life.  However,  the  most  had  a  purpose  in  life  and  peace  of  mind 

important  question  she  ever  asked  in  death. 

was— Daddy,  how  can  I  be  saved?  Of  If  someone  today  could  fdlow  that 
the  few  things  I  have  accomplished  in  example  and  know  Jesus  as  a  result  of 
life,  tailing  Stacey  and  Dorian  how  Stacey’s  life,  her  suffering  would  be 
Jesus  and  he  alone  provided  a  way  far  greatiy  rewarded, 
their  salvation  and  eternal  security  I’ll  see  Stacey  again  as  the  song 
was  the  greatest! ! ! !  says:  '‘Soon  and  Very  Soon.’’  Hope- 

So  you  see,  I  have  nothing  to  regret,  fully  everyone  under  the  sound  of  this 
because  Stacey  has  accomplished  testimmy  can  say  the  same, 
more  than  some  people  who  have  lived  Jesus  has  (XDvided  the  way  for  all! 


Itae  if  need.  I  felt  they  needed  fo  be  .ment  w^  evictot  in  l^.fg^, _ , 

Chje  comes  froip  the  bane^tpf  J  shejiSq^B^si^th 

^vit  caarch,  Brookbaven,  and  is  the  ho*  ey^  for  me  fo  comie  closer.  Lean- 
;  Jestimony  of  the  pastor,  Robert  E.  ing  near,  I  knew  that  she  was  trying  to 
-4Mf.  The  bnlletin  was  dated  Sept  22,  say  Romans  8:28.  Then  . . .  “Don’t 
1662.  The  ether  is  the  testimony  of  leave  me  . . 

-  'Tommy  Parvis,  county  agent  of  On  the  way  home  a  few  days  later 
.:.Tishomingo  County,  following  the  ...  after  the  doctors  had  told  us  to  not 
•  death  Ang.  6  of  his  12-year-old  dangh-  expect  much  ...  I  stopped  in  a  road- 
'for,  Stacey,  due  to  cystic  flwosis.  It  side  park  and  there,  through  a  moment 
Hras  sent  to  as  by  Stacey’s  grand-  of  prayer,  I  faced  her  death. 

Jtether,  Enoch  Parvis,  pastor  of  I  prayed ...  for  her  comfort,  even  if 
•palmer  Church,  Ripley.— ^itor  that  meant  her  iM'omotion.  I  prayedfor 

.t  ;  calmness  for  myself  that  I  might  be  a 

lA  second  with  Self  witness  when  it  came.  I  prayed  for 

'  Georiria  Marie  Caviness  Self  63  ^ 

his  mother  I  ve  never  seen  his  grace  so  powerfully 

:  When  I  set  out  studying  for  thf 

:  in  1M1  she  mv  father  ^  ^ 


Help  for  the  blind 
Editor: 

We  are  looking  for  children  who  are 
blind  or  who  have  low  vision.  We  are 
looking  for  these  children  so  that  we 
may  tell  them  about  services  and  edu¬ 
cational  of^ilunities  whidi  may  ben¬ 
efit  them  for  the  rest  of  their  lives. 
Many  people  do  not  realize  that  chil¬ 
dren  with  SO  percent  ioss  of  vision  are 
eligible  for  tlwse  services  and  benefits. 

If  you  know  a  sdwol-age  child  (or 
even  a  baby)  who  is  vhually  hai^- 
icapped,  please  tell  them  where  they 
can  obtain  this  information.  Call  rither 
the  Mississippi  School  for  the  Blind  at 
962-6174,  or  the  Mississippi  Council  of 
the  Blind  at  932-4338. 

There  is  no  fee  attached  for  the  assis¬ 
tance  that  is  available. 

Billie  Jean  Hill,  president 
Mississippi  Council  of  the  Blind 


Use  of  labels 
Editor: 

Unlike  much  “truth”  today  which  is 
relative  to  the  circumstances  and  per¬ 
sons  involved,  God’s  truth  as  recorded 
in  the  Bible  is  ultimate  and  never- 
changing.  However,  our  Lord  has 
given  no  particular  group  or  individual 
the  last  word  concerning  interpreta¬ 
tion  and  understanding  of  his  Word. 

Mr.  Paul  Z.  Ball  has  a  great  liking 
for  the  term  “so-called”  and  has 
applied  it  to  any  church  or  (Christian 
does  not  believe  exactly  like  him¬ 
self. 

Perhaps  we  should  be  reminded  that 
in  Romans  16: 1  Paul  speaks  with  much 
fondness  and  respect  concerning 
Phoebe,  whom  he  refers  to  as  a  sister 
and  servant.  The  literal  Greek  word 
for  servant  here  means  deaconess. 

In  this  day  and  age  whidi  does  tend 
to  worship  the  creature  rather  than  the 
Oeator,  it  is  important  that  we  stand 
fast  to  our  belids  concerning  God  and 
his  revelation  to  us.  But  to  label  as 
“heathen”  and  “heretic”  all  Christ¬ 
ians  who  disagree  does  not  reflect  the 
spirit  of  Christ. 

Jinuny  McFatter,  pastw 
Efoenraer  Baptist  Church 
Bassfield 


By  A.  D.  2,666,  the  10  largest  cities 
wili  be  in  Asia  (6)  and  Latin  America 
(3),  with  Mexico  City  the  largest  and 
New  York  the  only  North  American 
city  represented.  Probably  none  will 
be  found  in  Europe  or  Afri<». 
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WBLO  S  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 


needs  bi-vocational 


CHURCH  PIKX30CTS 

•  STEEPLES 

•  WALL  CROSSES 

•  STAINED  fiberglass  WINDOWS 

•  BAPTISTRIES 

•  baptistry  heaters  J 

ii  wt>i«iocii»» 

“L  COKKDfOChofe 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
oecting  volunteers  to  opportunltiea. 

HoUowyy  points  out  that  of  I411  seminary 
graduates  last  year.  1,500  fomid  no  place  o< 
meaningfiri  ministry. 

Hecontinaes:  “The  problem  is  not  that  there 
are  too  many  volunteoo.  For  iMtaace  one 
usodatkn  in  New  York  has  SS  millioo  loat 
people.  This  is  more  than  the  total  population 
of  00  countries  where  we  send  mi^onaries. 
■Hie  key  is  the  man  who  can  support  himself 
and  supply  pastoral  leadership  in  new  areas. 
The  bi-vocational  man  in  the  South  should 
realise  the  needs  in  new  work  areas.  He  has  a 
rductance  to  move.  I  can’t  believe  that  the 
distribution  of  leadership  as  it  is  now  is  God’s 
plan.” 

He  sees  a  need  for  bi-vocational  men  in  the 


ing  conference  for  bi-vocational  ministers  and 
their  wives.  He  has  made  two  video  tapes  on 
bi-vocational  ministers  for  national  use.  They 
are  built  around  the  ministries  of  Mississippi 
bi-vocational  pastors  Wayne  Burkes,  who  is  a 
pastor,  a  colonel  in  the  Air  Guard,  and  a  state 
soiator;  Ken  OxA,  who  is  a  newscaster  with 
Jackson  radio  and  television  stations;  and 
Granville  Watson,  who  is  a  farmer  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions  for  Sunflower  Association. 

Hdloway  wants  to  get  the  word  out  that  bi- 
vocational  pastors  are  not  'part-time 
preachers.  ‘‘Their  call  is  just  as  r^  as  any¬ 
body’s,”  he  declares. 

‘‘Hardin-Sinunons  University  in  Abilene, 
Texas,  was  started  by  a  group  of  cattlemen- 
ministers,”  he  points  out. 


bers,  an  average  Sunday  School  enrollment  of 
ISO,  and  average  attendance  of  75.  ‘  ‘How  many 
can  pay  full-time  preachers?”  he  asked. 
“Thm  are  a  lot  of  churches  hurting  and  a  lot 
of  preachers  hurting  because  oi  inadequate 
resources  and  inad^uate  challenge.  A  very 
snudl  church  cannot  provide  enough  diallenge 
fw  all  of  a  man’s  time,”  he  said. 

When  Holloway  returned  from  Kansas  to 
start  the  church  at  Hoover  Lake,  he  first  be¬ 
came  a  counselor  in  Florence  High  School. 
Then  he  moved  to  Sunflower  (bounty  as  assis¬ 
tant  superintendent  in  charge  of  instruction. 
Thai  fcHT  12  years  he  was  supervisor  of  elemen¬ 
tary  education  for  the  state. 

His  work  with  the  Home  Mission  Board 
takes  him  all  across  the  United  States  conduct- 


South,  however,  in  multi-staff  situations.  ’They 
could  serve  as  music  directors,  religious  edu¬ 
cation  directors,  and  youth  directors.  If  this 
ever  caught  on  aixl  was  amplified  it  would  en¬ 
hance  the  person’s  ministry  and  broaden  it 
cooidderably.  ‘‘There  is  a  greater  need  here 
than  for  pastors,”  he  said.  He  added  that  such 
areas  of  ministry  offer  a  way  back  into  the 
ministry  for  some  who  are  now  out  of  it. 

Hollis  Bryant,  consultant  in  the  (Cooperative 
Missions  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  (Convention  Board,  said  he  had  never 
known  bi-vocational  pastor  to  bum  out. 
‘‘They  can  work  off  stress  from  one  to  the 
other,”  he  said. 

Holloway  noted  that  two-thirds  of  Southern 
Baptist  churches  have  fewer  than  300  ndem- 
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OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  pric*.  binding  and  atyla  to  itimI  ovary 
naad.  Quality  workmanaMp  guarantaad. 
WrRa  tor  HiuatraMd  prica  loldar. 
"Internationally  known  apaclalitta" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Boa  aoac  -  Oraaiiaieod.  Mlaa.  tlBM 


(Continued  from  page  1)  there  are  953  graduate  students,  in- 

ginning  in  1964,  the  statement  estab-  eluding  those  enrolled  in  the  Missis- 
lishes  an  eight-year  phase  out  of  fund-  sippi  (College  law  school, 
ing  for  Qarke  College  as  a  separate  Blue  Mountain  (College  has  283  stu- 
institution.  Itiwould  begin  Jan.  1, 1964,  dents,  including  24  specials,  based  on 
and  continue' through  Dec.  31, 1991.  the  full-time  equivalent  formulas.  It 
Previously,  the  portion  of  the  Mis-  has  no  graduate  students.  (Clarke  also, 
sissippi  Baptist  (Convention’s  support  of  course,  has  no  graduate  students 
for  (Christian  education  that  has  been  and  has  125  freshmen  and  sophomores 
allocated  for  administration  has  been  plus  one  special  student.  At  Missis- 
divided  four  ways  equally  for  the  four  sippi  (College  the  totals  are  1,569  un¬ 
institutions.  The  statement  establishes  dagraduate  students  (full-time  equi- 
a  formula  providing  30  percent  for  valents)  plus  51  specials  for  a  total  of 
administration  from  the  total  conven-  1,620.  TTie  764  graduate  students  bring 
tion  fund  with  a  decreasing  amount  the  total  to  2,384.  At  William  Carey  the 

going  to  (Clarke  each  year  and  an  in-  totals  are  1,016  undergraduate  stu- 
creasing  amount  going  to  each  of  the  doits  and  249  specials  for  a  total  of 
other  three  colleges.  1964  amount  1,265.  TTie  graduate  student  body  of  189 
wUl  be  three  percent  less  than  the  pre-  brings  the  overall  total  to  1,454. 
vious  25  percent  for  Garke  with  one  Included  in  these  totals  are  the 
percent  added  to  each  of  the  other  ,  ministerial  students,  also  based  on  the 
three.  The  Clarke  percentage  will  de-  full-time  equivalent  formulas.  Blue 
crease  by  three  percent  per  year  until  Mountain  has  70,  Garke  has  47,  Mis- 
1990,  when  it  will  receive  4  percent;  sissippi  (College  has  196,  and  William 
and  Garke  will  be  phased  out  com-  (Carey  has  132.  ’This  is  a  total  of  445 
pletely  in  1991.  In  1991  the  other  three  ministerial  students  (full-time  equiva- 
coUeges  will  each  get  33 1/3  percent  of  lents)  in  the  Mississippi  Baptist  col- 
the  total.  leges. 

TTie  remainder  of  the  operations  al-  For  the  four  colleges  the  1964  budget 

location  will  remain  as  it  is  with  so  per-  distribution  will  be  administration, 
cent  of  the  total  going  to  the  colleges  on  $930,000;  instruction,  $1,550,000; 
the  basis  of  enrollment,  10  percent  for  graduate,  $310,000;  ministerial, 
graduate  education  based  on  enroll-  $279,000;  and  Education  (Commission, 
ment,  nine  percent  for  ministerial  $31,000.  TTiis  totals  the  budget  figure 
education,  and  one  percent  for  ex-  for  the  year  at  $3,100,000. 
penses  of  the  Education  (Commission.  In  additional  organizational  proce- 
Enrollment  figures  are  based  on  a  dure  the  (Convention  Board  named  the 
full-time  equivdent  figure,  or  the  total  members  of  its  six  committees.  TTiose 

number  of  semester  hours  being  named  first  in  each  case  are  the 
taught  divided  by  12  for  undergraduate  chairman.  Members  of  the  Budget  and 
work  and  nine  for  graduate  work.  Cooperative  Program  Promotion 
The  Education  (^romissioo  recom-  (Committee  are  Powell  Ogletree,  Hat- 
mendatic^w'^j&c^'pf^lbddqtihuethe  tiesburg;  Bartis  Harper,.  Tylefiown; 
current  capual' needs  allocation,  Eddie  Hamilton,  Carthage;  Marvin 
which  ends  in  1965,  according  to  the  Bond,  Starkville;  Leo  Barker, 
present  formula  (divided  among  four  Baldwyn;  and  Jerry  Mixon,  Winona, 
colleges).  Also  adopted  was  the  re-  Members  of  the  New  Church  Expan¬ 
commendation  that  the  next  capital  sion  (Committee  are  James  Bryant, 
needs  allocation  be  divided  among  Taylorsville;  Joe  Ratcliff,  Collins;  J. 
three  colleges.  The  (Convention  Board  Edd  Holloman,  Heidelberg;  Mrs.  Ar- 
adopted  in  addition  the  Education  thell  Kelley,  Hattiesburg;  Charles 
(Conunission  proposal  that  in  view  of  Holifield,Lib^y;  and  Ingram  Foster, 
.  the  fact  that  the  convention’s  action  in  Prentiss, 

uons  OT  tro  >ssue  o  a^itung  (Cana-  merging  Mississippi  College  and  For  the  (Church-Minister  Relations 
dian  churches  mto  the  SBC.  Both  are  in  Garke  (College  was  intended  to  reduce  Advisory  (Committee  the  members  are 
„  u  u  J  M  J  ^  number  of  colleges  from  four  to  Ronnie  Massey,  Meridian;  Charles 

Kansas-Nebraska  and  Nevada  three,”  no  separate  funding  or  special  Bagwell,  Columbus;  Alton  Yarbrough, 

ete<^  their  first  layman  presidents  allocation  be  made  for  satelUte  cam-  Grenada;  W.  L.  Compere,  Newton; 

while  Louisi^  dected  only  its  second  convention  Larry  Otis,  Ttipelo ;  and  Grady  Collins, 

lay  president  in  23  makes  a  decision  otherwise.”  Philadelphia, 

presidents  were  elected  m  Arizona,  Education  (Commission  renort  On  the  Assembly  and  Camo  Proe- 


CHURCH  FURNISHINGS 
Best  prices  on  pew  cushions 
Chancel  •  Pews  •  Gassroom 
HERLYN  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
P.O.Box  537,  Brandon,  MS  39042 
(CaU  CoUect  601-625-1955 


Strange  Forest  grows 

strange  Forest  Baptist  (Church  in  the 
Philippines  is  one  of  the  fastest  grow¬ 
ing  churches  with  which  Southern 
Baptist  foreign  missionaries  work.  In 
1979,  the  congregation  baptized  2,500. 
Missionary  (Calvin  Fox  says,  ‘‘Growth 
has  slowed  because  this  church  has 
now  most  of  the  people  in  their  valley. 
It  will  begin  again  when  they  get  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  next  valley.” 


MORE 

CORINTHIANS 

By  Dr.  Spiros  Zodhiatss 
from  AMG  Publishars 

I  Corinthians  Chapter  12 

Foreword  by 
W.A..  Criswell 


Gift  checks  blockage 


Paul  Pryor,  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  (Cantar's  sxecutive  director,  expresses 
appreciation  to  Mrs.  Grace  Billups  of  Greenwood  for  her  donation  which  was  used  to 
purchase  equipment  for  MBMC's  new  non-invasive  lab.  Dedicated  in  memory  of  Mrs. 
Billups’  daughter  Alleta  Billups  Saunders,  the  lab  now  contains  equipment  which 
determines  whether  there  is  blockage  in  arteries  of  the  legs,  arms  and  neck  and  veins 
of  the  legs  and  arms  without  the  use  of  x-rays  or  needles.  Pictured  from  left  are  Pryor; 
Mrs.  Billups;  and  Mrs.  Grady  Coflins,  Mrs.  Billups'  nurse. 


2  volumes 


Oberammergau 
Passion  Play 

Austria — Switzerland — 
Cermany 

July  21 -August  4. 19M 
$1996.00  from  Jackson 
Call  or  write:  Fred  Tarpley 
732  Rice  Rd.,  Madison,  bOss.  39110 
(601)  856-6767 


•Three  new  Baptist  state 
conventions  on  roster 


Write  today  for  a  complete 
catalog  of  Exegetical  books 
by  Dr.  Spiros  Zodhiates 

available  from  any 
Baptist  Book  Store 

AMG  PUBLISHERS 

|BOX  22000  ,,  .CHATT,,XNf7422 


The  Singing 

Christmas  Tree 

First  Baptist  Church 
McComb,  MS 

Sunday,  Dec-  18  6:00  p-m- 
Monday,  Dec-  19  7:00  p-m 

Dr.  Alan  Day,  pastor 
Robert  Goodman,  minister  of  musk 


CHURCH  RENOVATIONS 

Planning  and  design  service:  AKerations. 
MiMwofk.  Painting,  Stained  Glass,  Lighting. 
Carpet  and  Furnishings. 

CHURCH  FURNITURE 

Pews.  Pulpits.  Altars.  Cushioning  tor  exist- 
irtg  Pews. 

Area  Rep  :  NORMAN  A.  PERKINS 

BOX  221.  BRANDON.  MS 
(601)825-9453 

TOLL  FREE  1-800-433-3325 
imperial  woodworks,  me. 

WACO.  TEXAS  76714  I 


Baptist  world  youth  meet 
in  Argentina  takes  shape 


Est.  1960 
Designers 
Manufacturers 


a  presentation  will  be  made  to  intro- 
duce  the  youth  to  the  culture  and  life- 
style  of  one  of  the  continents.  IB 

For  information  or  to  request  regis- 
tration  forms,  write  to  the  10th  Baptist  - 
Youth  World  Ckinference,  1628  Six¬ 
teenth  Street,  NW,  Washington,  D.C., 

20009. 

Lowry  writes  for  the  Baptist  Soaday 
School  Board.) 


Nativity  date 
to  be  considered 
in  conference 


100% 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 


Enrollment  now  available  at  65 
able.  Form  /\AS  100 

AT  LAST!  B  A  policy  that  pays  1 00%  of  what  Medicare  does  not 
pay  for  hospital  and  1 00%  of  usual  and  customary  charges  of 
the  area  for  doctors  in  hospital —  not  just  Medicare  allowable 
charges. 

B  NOW  only  ONE  Medicare  Supplement  needed  and  ONE 
claim  form  to  complete. 

B  Pays  100%  of  usual  and  customary  charges  of  the  area  in 
doctor's  office,  dinic,  or  out  patient. 

B  Also  pays  benefits  for  nurse  and  nursing  home. 

These  are  the  polky  benefits. 

(If  on  Medicaid,  do  not  reply) 

For  full  information  phone  956-3992 
or  fill  out  coupon  and  mail  to: 

PORTER  INSURANCE  AGENCY 

Regional  Director 

P.O.  Box  16M9,  Jackson,  RfS  39206 

Name  _ _ .L  _ Age _ 

Street  _ _ 

aty  - State  _ _ : 

Phone  - .  . Zip _ - 

Underwritten  by  National  Foundation  Life  Ins.  Co.  mi 


Guaranteed  reneW' 


PSALMS  THREE  (jospel  Singers 
will  share  Christ  with  your 
clinrch.  6ei-371-1161. 


INTERESTED  IN  ATTENDING 
Southwestern  Baptist  Tlieological 
Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Texas? 
Consider  housepareating  at 
Buckner  Bnptist  Children’s 
Home,  Dnllas;  carpooling  avail¬ 
able.  Contact  Bill  Ashley,  ttl-4529. 


FOR  SALE:  1983  CHAM¬ 
PION/FORD  Luxury  25  Pas¬ 
senger  BUS  with  luggage  com¬ 
partment,  air  conditioned, 
AM/FM  Stereo  System  with  PA 
System.  6,611  miles.  (^  661-948- 
6759  Monday-^day,  6:39  a.m.  • 
4:39  p.m.  Belhaven  College. 


ilroversy  for  several  years,  came 
.‘under  attack  in  Alabama.  After  an 
;hour  long  debate  (which  saw  two 
L^labama  members  of  the  SBC  Bxecu- 

^  tive  Qwunittee  on  opposite  sides  of  toe 

;|iBae),  messengers  asked  that  funding 
•lor  toe  BJCT*A  be  totaUy  withdrawn. 

-  TTie  SBC  provides  80  percent  of  the 
BJCPA  budget.  That  funding  is  voted 
go,  along  with  all  other  budget  item^ 
by  messengers  to  the  annual  SBC 
meetings  e^  June. 


FOR  SALE:  USED  BALDWIN 
ORGAN.  Excellent  for  small 
church— $7N.N.  First  Baptist 
Church,  Lauderdale,  MS  39835; 
(691)  679-5596. 


Security  is  aet  the  absence  of 
danger,  but  toe  |M«sence  of  God  no 
matter  what  the  danger. 


Week  of  Prayer  for 
Foreign  Missions 

D«c«">bf  4-11,  1M3 

Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Otfaring 
Goai;  $60,000,000 


ON  THE  TRAILS— "I  really  like  to  go  places  where 
there's  never  been  an  evangelical  work,"  says 
Romualdo  Yaxcal,  one  of  four  K’ekchi  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries.  Since  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
began  working  with  the  K'ekchi  in  1966, 96  churches 
and  missions  have  been  started  by  .Yaxcal  and 
Others.  (FMB)  PHOTO  By  Don  Rutledge. 


PEACE  DURING  UNREST- Men  of  rural  villages  in 
Guatemala  had  been  organized  into  civil  partrols  to 
provide  local  participation  in  restoring  order  to  the 
region.  Jose  Reyes  Chub  Choc,  a  member  of  Garden 
of  Eden  Baptist  Church  (background)  talks  to  his 
pastor,  Matias  Pan  Choc,  while  on  a  12-hour  shift  at 
this  guard  post.  Romualdo  Yaxcal  is  former  pastor 
of  this  church  and  currently  serves  as  a  leader. 
(FMB)  PHOTO  By  Don  Rutledge. 


BELIEVERS  ON  THE  MOVE-Baptist  work  among 
the  K'ekchi  people  centers  on  their  indigenous 
leadership.  Hers  Yaxcal  vists  with  two  pastors  in  his 
area,  Matias  Pan  Choc  (left)  and  Jose  Choc  (center) 
outside  the  little  store  the  Yaxcals  operate  in  their 
Chajmaic  home.  The  gospel  is  carried  up  the  trails 
and  stream  of  the  jungle  area  by  believers  on  the 
move.  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  work  to  train 
their  leaders,  provide  materials  and  encourage  corv 
gregations  in  Bible  study  and  worship.  (FMB) 
PHOTO  By  Don  Rutledge. 


paptist  leaders  respond 
to  call  for  ^guidelines’ 


(Continued  from  page  1) 

Robert  M.  Tenery,  pastor  of  Bur- 
'•"kanont  Baptist  Church  of  Morganton, 
t  N'.C.,  and  editor  of  Baptists  United 
^  Nm,  a  conservative  publication,  said 
be  does  not  think  Draper’s  suggestion 
"bovers  enough  territory,”  and  is  far 
too  general. 

“A  lot  of  neo-orthodox  people  could 
Ooipt&lw  espoused. 

think  Baptists  would  accept  anything 
'that  doesn’t  speak  to  such  basic  things 
•as  the  church,  the  scriptures,  the  na- 
:  tare  of  God  ai^  man,  and  things  like 
.'.-that.  I  think  Baptists  are  generally 
.'■pretty  happy  with  the  Baptist  Faith 
-and  Message  statement,”  te  added. 

•  He  add^  some  churches  “have 
■:clarified  that  statement  at  the  point  of 
-'ihe  scriptures  and  the  second  coming 
z  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  would  like  to  see 
:  seme  more  clarifying,  particularly 

•  concerning  the  scriptures,  but  if  the 
.  statement  (in  BFM)  is  read  honestly, 
.'  Itsays  the  scriptures  are  inerrant.” 

Tenery,  also  a  trustee  of  the  Baptist 
i.fiunday  School  Board,  said  the  ques- 
-  tioo  “is  a  matter  of  integrity,”  he  noted 
that  though  professors  at  all  six 
■  sominaries  are  required  to  sign  arti- 
:des  of  faith,  “the  question  is  will  they 
:Jionestly  stand  by  if  hat  they  have 
signed. .  .do  they  have  the  integrity  to 
stand  by  that?” 

•  ^  He  said  he  believes  Draper  “is  try- 
ing  to  dodge  the  issue  of  inerrancy  and 
that  issue  cannot  be  do^ed.  We  are 
not  going  to  sdve  anything  by  saying 

.  we  aren’t  going  to  talk  about  the  scrip¬ 
tures.” 

Cecil  Sherman,  pastor  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  of  Asheville,  N.C.,  and  a 
leader  in  the  so-called  “moderate  fac¬ 
tion”  of  the  denomination  for  three 


years,  said  he  does  not  believe 
Draper’s  suggestion  “will  come  to 
anything.  The  fundamentalists  want 
more  ((in  the  guidelines)  and  others 
think  it  ought  not  happen  at  all.  That’s 
not  much  concensus,”  he  said. 

Kenneth  Chafin,  pastor  of  South 
Main  Baptist  Church  of  Houston,  and  a 
_p^leader  wjUi  Shermaiv  in Jhg' “mo^ 
«ate  faction, ’’nermed'fiie'sufgestion 
“a  subtle  attack  on  the  integrity  of  the 
institutions  and  agencies”  of  the  de¬ 
nomination.  “It  is  part  of  the  continu¬ 
ing  effort  to  undermine  the  confidence 
of  Southern  Baptists  in  their  institu¬ 
tions  and  leaders.” 

The  suggestion,  added  Chafin,  also  a 
Southwestern  Seminary  trustee, 
“comes  at  a  time  when  the  climate  of 
the  denomination  is  not  good.  We  have 
a  group  of  people  attacking  the 
seminaries  ai^  other  agencies  of  the 
denomination.  ’The  suggestion  is  bound 
to  cause  a  lot  of  people  to  think:  ‘In¬ 
quisition.’  ” 

“I  think  the  real  difference  is  in  how 
the  word  is  used,”  said  Leon  McBeth, 
professor  of  church  history  at  South¬ 
western  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
in  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  “The  words 
confession— ‘I  confess’— and  creed— ‘I 
believe’,  are  similar.  If  it  is  used  to 
inform,  to  tell  the  world  what  we  be¬ 
lieve,  it  is  a  confession.  If  it  is  used  as  a 
restriction,  then  it  is  a  creed,  no  matter 
what  you  call  it.” 

McBeth,  who  said  he  has  talked  with 
Draper  about  the  proposal,  noted  he 
has  “considerable  confidence”  in  the 
president,  but  has  questions  about  the 
future  of  such  a  suggestion. 

“Although  Jinuny  (Draper)  says  he 
does  not  want  to  use  any  statement  in  a 
creedal  sense,  I  think  the  proposal 


Vatican  relations  ban  repeal 
signed  by  President  Reagan 


By  Larry  Chesser 

JHINGTON  (BP)— LegislaUon » 
ing  a  long-standing  ban  against 
pkxnatic  relations  with  the  Vat- 
las  been  signed  by  President 
n  but  the  White  House  has  not 
Uy  indicated  whether  or  when  it 
love  to  establish  an  embassy 

dssippi  Baptists,  at  their  annual 
ition,  (^ipoeed  such  a  move  by 

eal  of  the  1167  ban  opens  the  way 
e  administration  to  reestablish 
latic  ties  with  the  Vatican  fol- 
l  a  115-year  absence  of  a  dip- 
ic  mission  to  the  Holy  See. 
h  the  president  has  not  publicly 
ed  his  intentions.  Sen.  Richard 
jar,  R-Ind.,  who  led  the  effort  to 
!  ban,  told  colleagues  on  the  S^ 
ioor  he  anticipate  Reagan,  “in 
eiihood,  would  t^e  this  action 
liis  impediment  is  removed, 
lid  Reagan  opt  to  move  ahead 
I  Vatican  embassy.  Congress 

still  be  directly  or  indirecUy  in- 

1  in  funding  decisions  for  a  new 
latic  mission. 

ropriations  committee  aides 
aptW  Press  that  funding  for  a 
B^aissioo  could  move  on  any  of 


three  tracks.  Two  possibilities— a  sup¬ 
plemental  appropriations  measure 
expected  to  be  considered  early  next 
year  and  the  regular  fiscal  1965  State 
Department  funding  bill  to  be  passed 
before  Sept.  30, 1964^irectly  involved 
House  and  Senate  appropriations 
committees  and  require  congressional 
passage. 

The  third  route  involves  reprog¬ 
ramming  fiscal  1964  funds  already  ap¬ 
propriated  to  the  State  Department. 
Though  a  shift  of  funds  to  establish  a 
Vatican  embassy  would  only  require 
both  appropriations  panels  be  notified, 
committee  spokesman  told  Baptist 
Press  “as  a  matter  of  political  real¬ 
ity,”  the  State  Department  is  unlikely 
to  move  against  the  wishes  of  the  ap^ 
propriations  panels  which  determiro 
its  annual  funding.  /  ^ 

Because  they  luve  yet  to  deal  mth 
the  issue  it  remains  unclear  whtf  e 
members  of  the  House  and  Senate  a^ 
propriations  panels  stand  on  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  setting  up  a  Vatican  embassy. 

Prior  to  the  1867  ban  on  diplomatic 
ties  with  the  Vatican,  the  U.S.  main¬ 
tained  consular  relations  with  the  Vat¬ 
ican  from  1787  until  1848,  and  full  dip¬ 
lomatic  ties  from  1848  to  1867.  Presi¬ 
dent  Truman’s  1951  attempt  to  restore 


dtolomatic  relations  and  a  1977  Senate 
effort  to  repeal  the  nineteenth  century 
ban  failed. 

Despite  the  absence  of  formal  dip¬ 
lomatic  relations.  Presidents 
Roosevelt,  Truman,  Nixon,  Ford,  f^- 
ter,  and  Reagan  have  named  personal 
representatives  to  the  Vatican. 

(Chesser  writes  for  The  Baptist 
Joint  Committee.) 


New  hospital 
unit  will  open 

/RIPLEY,  Tenn.— Baptist  Memorial 
iHospital-Lauderdale  will  open  Dec.  11 
^/eplacing  the  oldest  rural  hospital  in 
West  Tennessee  when  patients  are 
admitted  for  the  first  time. 

The  70,00()-square-foot  70-bed  hospi¬ 
tal  built  by  the  Baptist  Memorial 
Health  (}are  System  replaces  Lauder¬ 
dale  Hospital,  Inc.,  a  64-bed  facility 
built  in  1950.  It  was  the  first  hospital  to 
affiliate  with  the  Memphis-based 
health  care  system— whi^  now  has 
seven  other  affiliate  hospitals  in  the 
Mid-South— doing  so  in  IM. 


PARTNERS— Southom  Baptist  missionaries  Wendall  and  Jane  Parker  enjoy  fellowship  with  Romualdo  Yaxcal 
and  his  wife,  Cristina  Coy,  at  the  Yaxcal  home  in  Chajmaic.  Missionaries  such  as  the  Parkers  train  K'ekchi 
pastors,  teach,  visit  congregations  and  write  curriculum  materials  for  their  use.  Lottie  Moon  dollars  mean 
support  and  a  home  for  the  Parkers  in  Las  Casas,  a  central  piont  in  K'ekchi  life.  They  also  provide  the 
Land-Rover  that  takes  them  over  the  rough  terrain  separating  the  congregations  with  whom  they  work.  (FMB) 
PHOTO  By  Don  Rutledge. 

Missionaries,  Nationals 
Multiply  Effects  of  Lottie 
Moon  Offering 

If  Wendall  and  Jane  Parker  alone  set  out  to 
evangelize  the  K’ekchi  Indians  of  Guatemala,  their 
support  from  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
might  be  like  the  biblical  talents  buried  in  the 
ground — not  very  productive. 

But  the  Parkers  and  the  other  Southern  Baptisj  mis¬ 
sionary  couples  assigned  to  K’ekchi  work  belive  in 
multiplication  of  evangelistic  effort — they  concentrate 
on  developing  the  effectiveness  of  K’ekchi  believers  in 
witnessing  and  starting  churches.  And  the  K’ekchi 
believers  are  great  multipliers. 

One  example  is  Romualdo  Yaxcal,  a  K’ekchi  area 
missionary  responsible  for  22  churches  and  missions  in 
central  Guatemala.  Yaxcal  proclaims  the  gospel, 
counsels  pastors  and  visits  remote  missions  without 
pastors.  He  is  “on  the  road”  a  lot  of  the  time. 

During  unrest  in  this  part  of  Guatemala,  Yaxcal  walk¬ 
ed  the  trails  when  they  were  tightropes  between  guerrilla 
and  government  forces.  But  he  never  felt  unprotected. 
“I  never  carried  a  gun;  I  never  carried  a  machete,”  he 
says.  ”1  always  just  carry  my  Bible.” 

And  alongside  Yaxcal  are  Southern  Baptist  mis- 
A  DEEP  FAITH— Yaxcal,  44,  accepted  Christ  after  sionaries  you  support  With  those  Lottie  Moon  funds, 

struggling  to  relate  to  the  teachings  of  Catholicism  Jh?  Pikers  visit  congregations  to  teach,  encourage 

..  In  hi.  ir-nirnhi  ,,nhrinJinn  . . .  bclicvers,  train  Icaders.  In  addition,  they  write  some  of 

as  practiced  in  his  K  ekchi  upbringing  with  the  truth  du  Sunday  School  materials  prepared  in  the  K’ekchi 

he  found  In  scripture.  "The  K'ekchi  (believers)  have  language.  What  they  won’t  do  is  uke  over, 

a  deep  faith,”  says  Southern  Baptist  missionary  “lfabrothercanpreach,lwon’t,”Parkersays,sum- 

Jane  Parker.  “If  the  Bible  says  it,  there  is  just  not  any  mmg  up  their  approach.  u  n 

question  about  it;  it  stands  true.  (FMB)  PHOTO  By  lil^e  Romualdo  Yaxcal  and  Southern  Baptist  mis- 
Don  Rutledge.  sionarieslike  the  Parkersas  they  work  togethertoreachthe 

K’ekchi  people  with  the  gospel.  And  as  they  serve 
together,  the  results  of  your  Lottie  Moon  funds  are 
•  multiplied. 


would  lend  itself  to  being  used  in  a 
brutal,  medieval  sense  of  a  creed  . .-. 
some  future  president  could  use  it  as  a 
witchhunt. 

“I  believe  the  environment  in  the' 
denomination  is  too  poisoned  to  try  to 
come  up  with  some  confessional 
statement  at  the  present  time,”  he  ad- 


Dotson  Nelsooi  pastor-emerMos  of 
Mountain  Brook  Baptist  CHiurch  in 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  and  a  member  of 
the  SBC  Executive  Committee,  said  he 
voted  against  the  Baptist  Faith  and 
Message  statement  when  it  was 
adopted  in  1963,  “not  because  I  dis¬ 
agreed  with  anything  that  is  in  it,  but 
because  I  knew  that  the  preamble 
which  stated  it  was  not  a  creed  would 
soon  be  forgotten. . . .” 

“Openness  is  one  of  the  strong  facts 
of  Baptist  life.  I  believe  when  you  sign 
something,  you  ciose  your  mind  as  far 
as  that  is  concerned.  I  am  very  conser¬ 
vative,  but  I  believe  if  we  are  to  inter¬ 
pret  the  Bible  as  the  Holy  Spirit  leads 
us,  then  there  will  necessarily  be  some 
divergence  in  what  we  think  is  our  gui¬ 
dance.”  , 

Neison  added  he  fears  the  BFM  “has 
become  our  creed,”  and  noted  efforts 
to  make  the  statement  more  specific  in 
certain  areas.  “If  it  came  to  a  vote,  I  -> 
suspect  I  would  favor  making  it  less 
specific  than  more,”  he  said. 

The  retired  pastor  said  the  only 
“good  church  covenant”  he  knows  of  is 
one  ad(^ted  “years,  ago”  by  Second 
Baptist  Church  of  Richmond,  Va., 
“composed  entirely  of  Scripture.” 

Nelson  added;  “We  pay  a  heavy 
pricefor  our  freedom.  It  is  not  as  effi¬ 
cient  as  it  might  be,  but  I  will  take 
freedom  even  at  the  loss  of  efficiency.” 


Korean  loses  memory, 
finds  Jesus  Christ 

PUSAN,  South  Korea— A  serious  accident  at  sea  led  Yang  Young  Lee  to 
the  Lord,  though  it  took  several  months. 

Lee,  a  Korean  seaman,  lost  his  memory  and  speech  when  he  accidentaUy 
bashed  his  head  against  a  steel  bar  during  a  voyage  to  Panama.  He  spent  20 
days  in  a  Panama  hospital  before  being  flown  back  to  South  Korea  and 
Wallace  Memorial  Baqitist  Hospital  in  Pusan. 

Lee  could  speak  but  remembered  nothing  as  a  neurosurgeon  began 
treating  him  while  Baptist  nurses  and  chaplains  told  him  about  CSirist.  He 
slowly  improved  medically  but  showed  no  interest  in  the  Oiristian  faith. 

The  hospital  staff  didn’t  give  up.  Acts  of  kindness  and  love  opened  Lee’s 
heart  and  he  began  to  listen  to  the  gospel .  After  three  months  of  treatment, 
his  memory  and  speech  began  to  return  and  he  accepted  Christ  as  savior. 
'Soulhem'Baptlst  missionaries  began  the  hospital  in  Pusan  and  several 
'’atm  Work  there.  . 


Naval  Hospital  appreciated 
Leon  Emery’s  work  in  Italy 


Leon  Emery,  director  of  the  (tiurch 
Administration-Pastoral  Ministries 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
(Convention  Board,  recently  spent  a 
sabbatical  leave  in  Italy  as  interim 
pastor  of  a  church  in  Naples. 

Paul  D.  Cooper,  commanding  officer 
of  the  U.S.  Naval  Hospital  in  Naples, 
wrote  to  Earl  Kelly,  MB<CB  executive 
secretary,  to  tell  of  Emery’s  “beyond 
the  call  of  duty’”  service  in  the  area. 
Cooper  wrote; 

D^  Dr.  Kelly: 

“I  am  delighted  to  write  this  letter  of 
appreciation  for  the  excellent  services 
of  pastoral  care  support  given  by  Re¬ 
verend  Leon  Emery,  at  the  U.S.  Naval 
Hospital,  Naples,  Italy.  In  the  recent 
state  of  high  preparedness  prompted 
by  the  tragic  bombing  in  Beirut,  Re¬ 
verend  Emery  volunteered  to  assist, 
and  even  though  it  was  Sunday,  filled 
with  commitments  at  the  Calvary 
Baptist  (Church,  he  made  two  special 
trips,  at  a  distance  of  some  25  miles  one 
way,  to  provide  any  service  desired. 

“’This  spirit  of  selfless  devotion  is  in 
harmony  with  his  previous  service 
from  8  Sj^tember  1963  to  18  October 
1963,  acting  as  a  reserve  diaplain  at 
the  U.S.  Naval  Hospital,  in  the  absence 


of  the  regular  staff  chaplain.  His  duties 
included  visiting  the  hospital  twice  a 
week,  in  uniform  (he  is  a  chaplain  in 
the  Civil  Air  Patrol);  ministering  to 
the  staff,  visiting  the  ladies  awaiting 
childbirth  from  the  outlying  areas, 
who  are  kept  as  inhouse  patients ;  visit¬ 
ing  the  patients  in  the  Alcohol  Re¬ 
habilitation  Service;  those  in  the  in¬ 
tensive  care  unit;  and  many  others. 

“Comments  generated  from  the 
staff  and  patients  clearly  indicate  that 
Reverend  Elmery  is  a  superb  pastoral 
care  counselor  and  minister.  His  sup¬ 
port  of  those  in  other  faith  groups  was 
commendable  and  noteworthy.  This 
helped  to  insure  that  all  those  hos- 
pit^ized  at  the  U.S.  Naval  Hospital, 
Naples,  were  given  the  best  available 
pastoral  care. 

“I  wish  to  thank  you  for  making 
Chaplain  Emery’s  visit  to  our  area 
possible.  We  recognize  that  his  pri¬ 
mary  mission  was  to  encourage  and 
enlarge  the  work  of  the  Calvary  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Church  of  Naples.  His  wil¬ 
lingness  to  go  beyond  that  demanding 
commitment  and  share  his  time,  and 
talents  with  us  at  the  Naval  Hospital, 
has  earned  our  respect  and  apprecia¬ 
tion.” 


“The  spirit  of  giving’ 
shines  in  Mississippi 


With  only  a  month  left  to  go  in  the 
1983  Cooperative  Program  budget, 
Mississippi  Baptist  giving  is  only 
slightly  behind  what  they  had  expected 
to  give. 

November  giving  totaled  $1,454,815, 
raising  the  1963  total  to  the  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program  to  $13,765,434,  according 
to  an  announcement  by  Earl  Kelly, 
executive  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

The  budget  for  11  months  would  be 
$13,615,083.  This  is  only  $49,649  under 
estimates  on  a  pro  rata  basis. 

The  November  giving  by  the  nearly 
2,000  churches  of  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  convention  rose  14  percent  over 
November  giving  of  1962,  which  was 
$1,276,621. 

And  total  giving  for  11  months  in  1963 
rose  10.4  percent  over  that  of  1982 
wMcfa  was  $12,465,589. 

More  than  one  third,  34.5  percent  ^ 
the  total  giving  to  the  cooperative 
FTogram,  will  go  to  Southern  Baptist 


(Onvoition  causes  outside  the  state. 
The  rest  will  fund  the  missions  and 
educational  programs  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  convention,  including  the 
work  of  the  three  Baptist  collies.  The 
Children’s  Village,  and  the  leadership 
training  programs  of  the  convoition 
board. 

“The  spirit  of  giving  shines  in  the 
work  of  Mississippi  Baptists  through¬ 
out  the  year,”  said  Kelly.  “’The  finan¬ 
cial  picture  looks  good  and  can  only  be 
attributed  to  Mississippi  Baptists  and 
their  view  of  the  importance  of  mis¬ 
sions  giving.” 


Baptists  around  the  worid  averaged 
one  baptism  for  every  11  members  — 
compared  to  our  own  Southern  Baptist 
(Convention  ratio  of  one  for  every  34 
members.  The  Bangladesh  Baptist 
Union  (23  churches,  1,135  members) 
reported  one  baptism  for  every  2.8 
members. 


Journeymen: 
Apply  by  15th 


RICHMOND,  Va.-The  deadline  for 
the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board’s  1964  journeymen  i»t>gram  is 
Jan.  15.  Applications  should  be  post¬ 
marked  by  that  date. 

The  journeymen  program  seeks 
Southern  Baptists  age  26  and  under 
who  have  four-year  college  degrees. 
They  must  be  single  or  married  at 
least  a  year  with  no  children.  They 
must  be  U.S.  citizois  and  qualified  for 
specific  missions  tasks. 

Requests  from  overseas  for  joiir- 
..  neymen  Jnqlude  teacheix  .youth  .and 
student  .workers,  music  workers, 
nurses,  secretaries,  and  Bible  corres¬ 
pondence  workers.  The  150  requests 
come  from  46  countries.  Terms  (or 
journeymen  are  two  years. 

Those  interested  should  contact  the 
Foreign  Mssion  Board  immediately. 
Call  or  write  Everett  Burnette  or  Judy 
Brummett,  Personnel  Selection  De¬ 
partment,  at  (804)  353-0151  or  Foreign 
Mission  Board,  P.O.  Box  6767, 
Richmond,  Va.  23230.  : 

Clarke  assists  ; 
basketball  teams 

The  gymnasium  at  First  Church, 
Newton,  was  a  scene  of  activity  and 
excitement  Nov.  19,  as  some  36  4th' to 
9th  grade  youths  participated  in  a 
baseketball  clinic.  ’The  youth  group  in¬ 
cluded  boys  and  girls  from  four 
churches  in  Newton  Association. 
Players  and  coaches  from  the  Clarke 
College  basketball  teams  assisted  with 
the  clinic  as  instructors.  Youth  par¬ 
ticipating  were:  First  Church;  EUyse 
Rayburn,  Amy  Armstrong,  Kim  Nor¬ 
man,  Jenny  Monroe,  Angela  Porter, 
Shelly  Crawford,  Angelique  McClen¬ 
don,  Daine  Risher,  Deanna  Risher, 
Davy  Kirkland,  Danny  Kirkland,  Paul 
Hand,  Chad  Lindsley,  David  Pitts, 
(3)ad  (Ihapman,  Jamie  Gressett,  Jody 
Wagner,  Joey  Gressett,  Laura  Taylor, 
Amber  Matthews,  Gina  Godwin,  Amy 
Matthews,  Dana  Lee,  Charity  Hill- 
house,  Heather  Hillhouse;  Mark 
Blount,  ’Tim  Rose;  Hickory  (Thurch; 
Jennifer  Thompson,  Misti  Ballaspy, 
Ken  Oglesbee,  Mark  Fanning,  Jason 
Cain,  Matt  Gallaspy;  Calvary  (%ur^; 
Jon  Pace;  and  B^ah  (Church:  Kevin 
Knox,  Robert  Dealing.  Gary  Rayburn 
is  youth  director  at  First  C2iurch,  the 
event  sponsor. 

On  furlough 

Missionaries  now  on  furlough  in 
Mississippi  are: 

Annette  and  Russell  Herrington, 
Costa  Rka,  520  Magazine  St.,  Tupelo 
38801;  Thomas  and  Marilyn  Nabors, 
Israel,  207  S.  Washington,  Starkvilie, 
39759;  Thomas  and  Gloria  Thurman. 
Bangladesh,  416  Ford,  Columbia 
39429;  Hal  and  Lou  Ann  Lee,  France, 
4233  (barter  (^le,  Jackson  39209; 

Jerry  and  Bobbye  Rankin,  South  and 
Southeast  Asia,  Pine  Trails  Apt.  M-5, 
Spring  Ridge  Road,  Clinton  39056; 
Errol  and  Mary  Simmons,  Spain,  407 
N.  38th  Ave.,  Hattiesburg  39401; 
Wayne  and  Florence  Frederick, 
Guadeloupe,  c/o  Camp  Oeek  Baptist 
(Church,  Rt.  2,  GuntownS68tf ;  Bob  and 
Mary  Simmons,  Philippines,  715 
Northside  Drive,  East,  Jackson  39206; 
James  and  Charlotte  Watts,  Italy,  1206 
P(^  Ave.,  Pascagoula  39567. 


Fugitive  from  Communism 
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President  Lyndon  Johnson  in  a  trade 
ity.  he  began  to  do  lectures  for  the  *S**^***^  ^tl>  Rumania  bargained 
odier prisoners  from  memory  onbiol-  ****  release  of  political  prisoners, 
ogy,  natural  science  loolosv  P«*>‘.*wevich  was  given  a  job  as  “be- 
medkine.  And  he  b^an  to  sense (i<>ctor”  in  a  small  village  at 
deep  mjrstery  of  the  human  soedea  as  ^  He  could  not  move  from 
never  before”— to  feel  “the  vital  link  ^  without  permission,  had 

between  creature  and  Creator.  Oidy  beedom  of  speech,  no  freedom  of 
man  can  reflect  and  ^  religion,  and  was  refused  a  visa  or 

■nMningoflife-wherehecamefrom  P«™i»»ion  *<>  leave  the  country.  for  him 
where  he  is,  whoe  he  will  go  ”  He  ^  i^tive  of  his  in  the  U.S.  sought 
began  to  see  “the  constancy  of  bMosi-  Nixon’s  help.  Ilirough  the 

cal  laws,  the  orderliness  of  the  nidof  the  U.S.  Embassy  he  was  issued 
cal  laws  as  further  signs  to  God  ^  npassp(»l,butitwasnotgiventohim. 

Creator.”  And  the  prisoners  fdt  a  disclose  all  the  details  of 

unity  through  their  religious  faith  ^  «*cape,  but  says  his  acquisition  of  Alvon  H.  Doty,  81,  of  Jackson,  died 

. .  ....  paa^)ort  was  a  miracle.  When  on  Nov.  29  at  St.  Dominic-Jackson  Memo- 

Petrassevirtshared  a  cell  for  a  time  Nov.  3, 1989,  he  fled  through  the  Iron 
withjm  a^bishop,  Alexanda*  Russu,  Curtain  into  Austria;  he  remembers, 

■*®*J2J*«*d«>M“becameUlandwas  “I  felt  like  kiwing  the  ground.” 

new  deathwben  be  said  to  the  doctor.  In  Italy  he  was  invited,  as  the  vice  president  of  Standard  Life  Insur- 

*^»UTdveaua  prisdn.  You  archbishop  had  predicted,  to  an  audi-  ance  Co.  He  received  the  badielor’s 

«  «nce  with  Pope  Paul  VI,  and  told  him  degree  at  Mississippi  College  in  1923, 

^  ^  Pope.  Tell  “not  to  yield  to  the  pressure  of  Com-  and  began  his  insurance  underwriting 

nmnim  Qurisnanity  hu  flourished  in  munism.  My  people  prefer  war  to  career  in  1930. 

^enng  and  depnvation  even  more  spiritual  slavery.”  And  then  he  came  From  1924  until  1930,  he  was  assis- 
thanmopulttceand  plenty.  Tell  what  to  America,  in  December,  1969.  tant  to  the  pastor  of  First  Church, 
*21^  H**™***vich  His  only  brother  had  died  in  prison.  Jackson,  W.  A.  Hewitt.  In  that  position 

towgnt  m  aitmbishop  was  having  That  brother’s  orphaned  daughter,  he  was  responsible  for  general  staff 
nuuc^Dons;  he  could  not  believe  Silvia,  had  been  harassed  by  the  duties,  including  leading  the  congre- 
*™***7^**ybig,  but  he  promised  to  Communists,  but  Petrassevich  was  gationid  singing  and  directing  youth 
do  as  asked.  able  to  bring  her  to  the  States.  music  grou|». 

In  1964,  he  lie  would  realize  ^  Public  Health  Service,  he  He  was  a  life  deacon  at  First  Baptist 

his  dream  of  seeing  his  wife  again  Yet  bi  five  states,  one  year  in  Mis-  Church,  a  former  chairman  of 

the  hardest  blow  was  still  to  come  Two  deacons,  and  teacher  of  the  Price  Bible 

soldiers  accompanied  him  to  “j  ^  American  people,”  he  Qass. 

Bucharest,  but  his  wife  had  been  told  appreciate  all  they  have  Survivors  include  his  wife,  Ruth 

he  was  de^,  and  after  seven  years  had  me.  I  feel  it  is  my  duty  to  in-  Hewitt  Doty,  son,  Alvon  H.  Doty  Jr.  of 

married  again.  She  had  a  child.  form  all  who  will  listen  about  the  evils  Jackson;  daughters,  Mrs.  Fred 

fVHt,-  •  w  u  u  of  a  system  that  has  enslaved  millions.  Farmer  of  Silver  Springs,  Md.,  and 

wnn  1^  m  w  be^,  M  went  on  to  a  My  mission  is  to  warn  them.  I  believe  Mrs.  WilliaipD.  Mann  of  Jackson;  one 
his  guards,  a  Americans  will  never  give  up  their  sister;  one  brother  (Tom,  who  was 
blizzara-sw^  village  of  mud  huts  precious  heritage,  the  spirit  of  free-  former  choir  leader  at  First, 
peopled  by  othtf  former  prisoners,  so  dom.  Members  of  the  Communist  Lucedale);  nine  grandchildren;  and 
unkempt  they  looked  like  wild  men.  party  live  by  brutality,  lies,  deceit.  The  three  great-grandchildren. 


brother  must  inform  on 

sister,  the  paroit  on  the  diild,  the  child 

on  his  parents.” 

Wistfully  he  added,  “Once  Rumania  George  E.  Estes,  Sr.,  86,  retired  vice 

was  like  America - ”  president  and  senior  trust  ofifleer  and 

As  I  started  to  leave,  he  kissed  my  an  active  director  of  Hancock  Bank, 
hand  and  cut  for  me  his  only  rose.  I  felt  Gulfport,  died  Nov.  21  in  Gulfport, 
it  should  have  been  the  other  way  Elstes  was  bom  in  Noxapater,  Feb. 
around.  I  would  have  liked  to  do  that  26,  1897.  He  cmnpleted  hi^  school  in 

1915  and  attended  Mississippi  (College. 
(Continued  next  week)  He  entered  banking  in  1918  with  the 

^  _  Citizens  Bank  in  Tunica,  and  was 

^  ‘  cashier  and  director  until  1925,  when 

he  moved  to  Gulfport.  He  retired  in 
1968. 

He  was  a  deacon  at  First  (]hurch, 
(^Ifport.  He  was  also  director  and 
rial  Hospital.  Seivices  were  at  2  p.m.  teacher  of  young  adults  in  Sunday 
Nov.  30  at  First  Church,  Jackson.  School  and  had  served  as  diairman  of 
Doty,  a  native  of  Winona,  was  senior  the  finance  ctanmittee  and  church  tre¬ 
asurer. 

His  survivors  include  his  wife.  Rose 
Morman  Elstes,  and  a  son,  George  E. 
Elstes,  Jr.,  both  of  Gulfport;  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Sarah  Lynn  Greenlee,  Lake 
Charles,  La.;  a  stepdaughter,  Mrs. 
Dore«i  Toye,  Toronto,  Canada;  five 
grandchildren;  three  great-grand¬ 
children;  and  three  step-grand¬ 
children. 


Hie  Blackwood  Brathen  wiU  be  pre¬ 
sented  in  concert  at  McDowell  Road 
Church,  1020  McDowell  Road, 
Jackson,  on  Dec.  30,  at  7:30  p.m.,  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  announcement  by 
Johnny  Speedling,  associate  pastor 
and  miniatw  of  music. 

The  Blackwood  Brothers  got  their 
start  in  Choctaw  County,  Miss.,  in  the 
1930s.  They  first  came  to  national 
priMninence  in  1964  when  they  won  the 
“Arthur  Godfrey  Talent  Scout  Show.” 
Today  thdr  televisioo  show  is  syndi¬ 
cated  seven  times  weekly  over  four 
cable  TV  networks!  Also  they  sing  in 
many  revival  crusades  and  in  con¬ 
certs,  in  the  U.S.  and  in  other  coun¬ 
tries. 

Calvary  Church,  Braxton,  broke  all 
Sunday  School  attendance  records 
Sunday,  Dec.  4,  with  88  present.  This 
'  was  one  month  after  they  called  anew, 
■  pastor.  Glenn  Jones  is  Sunday  School 
^director;  H.  J.  Bennett  is  pastor. 

.  Gore  Springs  Church,  Grenada 
County,  observed  Old-Fashioned  Day 
on  Oct.  23,  along  with  its  28th  birthday 
and  Pastor  Appreciation  Day.  The 
morning  service  included  special 
music,  memorial  fbrvice,  sermon  by 
Roger  Dorsett  of  Amory,  and  presen¬ 
tation  of  gifts  to  Bemette  Fielder,  pas¬ 
tor.  Mrs.  Fielder  was  present^  a 
dozen  red  roses.  Dinner  was  served  in 
the  fellowship  hall.  The  afternoon  ser¬ 
vice  included  a  musical  program  by 
Rick  Munn  and  Mike  Sutton  of  First 
(Church,  Grenada.  Mrs.  Earl  Gillon, 
church  clerk,  read  the  history  of  the 
church  and  letters  from  former  mem¬ 
bers.  G.  H.  Middleton,  first  pastor  of 
the  church,  preached.  Around  150 
people  attended. 

Hie  worship  of  God  is  always  con¬ 
spicuous  for  its  negation  of  self;  for 
when  self  is  not  negated,  it  is  necessar¬ 
ily  worshiped. 

Christmas 

musicals 


Gale  Anderson,  former  pastw  of 
Williamsburg  Church,  Collins,  ihas 
honored  by  the  church  on  Nov.  20  on  the 
occasion  of  the  note  burning  for  the 
sanctuary.  Anderson  was  pastor  when 
a  $20,000  debt  on  the  building  was^ 
tired.  He  and  Mrs.  Anderson  were  pre¬ 
sented  a  plaque  of  appreciation  and 
flowers.  Anderson  gave  each  church 
family  a  pictorial  history  of  the  church 
that  he  had  written  and  published. 

Bob  Faler,  deacon  chainnan,  recog¬ 
nized  the  building  committee.  MooMy 
Jordan,  chairman,  was  also  presented 
with  a  plaque  of  appreciation.  .. ; 

Mrs.  Jesse  Jordan  was  given  a  cor¬ 
sage  as  the  oldest  church  member..  t 

'New  Hope  Church,  Marlon' 
recognized  36  members  for  perfectat- 
tendance  in  Sunday  School  for  196343. 

Receiving  one-year 
Bud 


TUSCUMBIA  CHURCH  near  Booneville  held  a  note  burning  service  in  conjunction 
with  Harvest  Day  Dinner  on  Nov.  20.  In  November,  1979,  Tuscumbia  Church  borrowed 
$25,000  to  build  additional  Sunday  School  rooms  and  a  fellowship  hall.  "The  church 
had  a  ten-year  note,  but  with  faith  in  the  Lord  and  generous  contributions,  the  note 
was  paid  in  approximately  3V^  years."  said  Lisa  Hatfield,  church  clerk.  Harris  Counce 
brought  the  sermon.  Edward  Lowrey.  former  pastor,  and  his  family  were  special 
guests. 


J3LEND^,CHjJB9H>!.i-ELAND.  held  homecoming.4Rff,^9|f^^'lf;qinQr^Oct.&0. 
The  congregation  moved  into  a  new  building  in  October,  19M;  yyhiofvia.novupaid  for. 
Those  helping  with  the  burning  of  the  $91,000  note  were,  left  to  right,  Claude 
Stillman,  chairman  of  deacons;'  Bernard  M.  Oglesby,  only  member  remaining  who 
was  there  when  the  church  began  as  a  mission  of  Second  Church,  Greenville,  in 
September,  1954;  Roy  D.  Raddin,  director  of  missions.  Washington  County  Associa¬ 
tion;  and  Clyde  Pullen,  former  pastor  at  Glendale,  who  brought  the  message.  Dinner 
was  served  In  the  fellowship  hall.  In  the  afternoon,  "The  Messengers,  a  local  gospel 
group,  presented  special  music.  Glendale  was  constituted  as  a  church  in  April,  1955, 
and  was  voted  into  Washington  Association  in  October,  1955. 


pins  were 
A  Stringer,  Barbara 
V  Magee,  Kasey 
B  Pittman,  Kim  Low- 
Brey,  Dustin 
r  '  Stringer,  CJbad 
I  i  McKenzie,  Peggy 
W  Stringer,  Donald 
B  L  0  w  r  e  y,  Patsy 
Stringer  Lowrey,  Blake 
Slocum,  Jeremy  Pounds,  Terry 
Thomas,  Karen  Pittman,  Betty 
Pittman,  and  Betty  Stringer.  Two- 
year  pins:  Bobby  Smith  Jr.,  Videy 
Smith,  Kyle  Pittman,  and  Julie  Low¬ 
rey.  'liiree-year  pins:  Cory  Pittman, 
Brandi  Magee,  IGnstie  Magee,  Sher- 
rell  Magee,  and  Becci  Threet.  Four- 
year  pin:  April  Stringer.  Five-year 
pins:  Willie  Blackwell  and  Seth 
Stringer.  Six-year  pin:  Nancy 
Thomas.  Seven-year  pins:  Shelly 
Stringer  and  Anthony  Stringer. 
Eight-year  pin:  Brandon  Slocum. 
Nine-year  pin:  Eric  Stringer. 
Thirteen-year  pins:  Donna  Ratliff  and 
Danny  Ttomas.  Fourteen  year  pin; 
Jimmy  Thomas.  Twenty-eight  year 
pin:  B.  B.  Stringer. 


THE  GA's  OF  ZION  HILL  CHURCH,  BLUE  SPRINGS  recently  held  a  recognition 
service— "Jesus  I  Believe  in  You.”  Those  who  received  badges  are.  left  to  right, 
SUZANN  RANDLE,  PAM  PANNELL,  DAWN  WILLIS,  MELISSA  PANNEL,  and  BE¬ 
VERLY  HIGGINS.  Their  leaders  are  Johnnie  Hall  and  Betty  Randle. 


FIRST  CHURCH,  RICHTON  was  the  setting  recently  for  a  GA  recognition  service. 
"My  Promise  to  God”  was  the  theme.  Girls  completing  Mission  Adventures,  I.  to  r.,  are 
Sachia  Rahaim,  Mallory  McCaskill,  Mamie  Allen,  Allison  Lassiter,  Rebecca  Hillman, 
Tamara  Myrick  and  Kaylee  Goar.  Second  row  I.  to  r.  are  Jennifer  Hillman,  Macy  Ruffin 
Chastity  Dewitt,  April  Stinson,  Marcy  Thoms,  Dawn  Smith,  and  Anna  Bess  Hillman. 
Back  row,  I.  to  r.;  Melissa  Morgan,  Tonya  Sellers,  Elizabeth  Allen,  and  Mendy  Sims. 


GAs  AND  ACTEENS  OF  FIRST  CHURCH,  PETAL,  werarecognized  in  a  recent  service 
on  the  theme,  "This  Little  Light  of  Mine . . ."  The  girls  in  the  service  were,  left  to  right, 
attendants:  April  Inmon,  Chris  Gates.  Casey  Easterling,  Wesley  Wade;  GAs:  Ashley 
Wade,  Christie  Perkins.  Sissy  Holifieid,  Kelli  Easterling,  Amy  Inmon;  Acteens:  Amy 
Fordham,  Wyn  Gates.  Kristie  Easterling,  Hilda  Aldridge.  Lu  Ann  Shaffer  is  GA  director 
and  Karen  Jones  is  Acteens  director.  W.  A.  Fordham  is  pastor. 


GOODYEAR  CHURCH,  PICAYUNE,  recently  retired  two  debts.  One  was  a  debt  on  a 
renovation  project  completed  in  1961.  The  second  was  a  bond  Indebtedness  on  the 
present  auditorium.  The  church  is  now  debt  free.  Pictured  are  those  who  burned  the 
notes  on  Nov.  6— the  pastor  and  several  of  the  deacons  who  served  as  trustees  durirrg 
the  period  of  indebtedness— (I  to  r):  Darryl  Wood,  pastor;  Billy  F.  Seal;  Robert  McNatt; 
Ralph  Morren;  Warren  Barnett;  Aaron  Russell;  and  Norman  Sims. 


NEW  HOPE  CHURCH,  GULFPORT, 
named  Oct.  !22  Charlie  King  Appreciation 
Day.  A  reception  was  held  in  her  honor  at 
the  home  of  Edgar  and  Joyce  Gilmore. 
The  women's  Sunday  School  class 
which  Mrs.  King  teaches,  called  "Char¬ 
lie's  Angels.”  gave  her  an  original 
framed  poem  and  montage.  She  also  re¬ 
ceived  two  corsages,  plus  other  gifts,  in¬ 
cluding  a  money  tree.  Variously  called 
Miss  Charlie,  Aunt  Charlie,  or  the  "unof¬ 
ficial  Miss  Hospitality,"  she  has  led  G^ 
and  Acteens,  been  WMU  direotoV, 
church  librarian,  and  choir  member,  and 
has  held  associational  offices.  She  and 
her  husband.  Bill,  liva  at  Orange  Grc^. 
Their  daughters  are  Mrs.  Oebrann  Haf- 
field.  Holmes  Beach,  Fla.,  and  Denaioe 
King,  U.S.  Air  Force,  Minot,  N.D.  Her  pla¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Anna  Morgan  of  Mathlston,  was 
a  guest  at  the  recaption.  Jerry  Estes,  New 
Hope  pastor,  read  Bible  passages  ^ 
gave  the  invocation. 


BiWe  Book 


Uniform 


Life  and  Work 


Threats  to  Christian  faith  Good  news  for  oppressed 


By  Harry  L.  L4iceBay,  Temple,  Hattieebiirg 
PkiUppians  S:1  to  4:1 


Clarence  H.  Cntrell,  Jackson 
Isaiah  fl 


Betrayal 

By  Larry  W.  Fields,  Harrisburg,  Tupelo 
2  Samuel  U:S4, 1, 14, 3143 


Written  under  the  shadow  of  a  low- 
lying  and  ominous  cloud,  from  a  dark, 
disr^  ceO,  out  of  dreary  and  encum¬ 
bering  circumstances,  this  letter  re¬ 
sounds  with  a  note  of  joy.  The  Bible  is 
filled  with  allusions  to  joy.  Joy  is  the 
believer’s  response  to  the  “good  news 
of  great  joy’’  (Luke  2:10).  Joy  is  a 
characteristic  of  the  early  church 
(Acts  2:46).  Joy  is  a  part  of  t^  fruit  of 
the  Spirit  (Galations  5:22).  Joy  is  an 
essential  mark  of  the  Kingdom  of  God 
(Romans  14: 17).  Joy  is  foi^  in  (3uist- 
ians  in  spite  of  afflictions  (I  Peter  1:8). 
In  Philippians  3,  these  afflictions  take 
on  the  characteristics  of  perfcxmance, 
perfectionism,  and  permissiveness. 

Hie  threat  of  performance  (3:1-11) 
—  The  Judaizers  snapped  like  dogs  at 
Paul’s  heels  and  followed  him  from 
place  to  place  barking  their  false  doc¬ 
trines.  Their  legalistic  system  fostoed 
self-centeredn^  and  produced  evil 
results.  They  identified  godliness  with 
circumcision.  Thus  circumcision  be¬ 
came  an  end  in  itself  ratber  than  the 
outward  sign  of  conunitment  to  serve 
God.  True  circumcision  consists  of 
discarding  life’s  impurities  and  the 
heart’s  insensitiveness  (Romans 
2:25-29;  C^olossians  2: 11). 'Those  who 
are  truly  circumcised  “worship  God  in 
spirit,’’  “glory  in  Christ  Jesus’’  (to 
glory  means  to  acknowledge  (Christ  as 
the  source  of  life,  praise  him  openly 
and  recommend  him  to  others),  and 
“put  no  confidence  in  the  flesh’’  (legal 
and  ritual  ceremonies  do  not  earn  sal¬ 
vation). 

Paul  freely  shared  his  inherited 
privileges  and  performance  with  his 
readers.  Verses  5  and  6  rdate  his  bio¬ 
graphical  data  and  place  him  in  the 
circle  <rf  the  elite.  However,  his  dr- 
cumcision,  ancestry,  diligence,  and 
law  keeping  were  insufficient.  ’They 
could  not  substitute  for  Christ.  In 
Christ  Paul  has  discovered  a  new 
standard  (rf  values  and  this  passage  is 
hill  response  to  Matthew  16:26,  “For 
what  shall  a  man  be  profited  if  he  shall 
gain  the  whole  world,  and  forfeit  his 
life?’’  In  Christ  he  had  discovered  an 
intimate,  personal  relationship  that  al¬ 
lowed  him  to  enter  a  new  dimension  of 
life.  Now  Paul  wanted  no  secret  com¬ 
partments  in  his  life.  Every  area  was 
tobe  filled  with  Christ  and  he  was  to  be 
iirfused  with  the  power  of  Christ’s  re¬ 
surrection.  No  longer  would  he  be  im¬ 
portant.  Now  he  would  have  divine 
energy. 

The  ttreat  of  perfection  (3:12-16)  — 
Paul  next  uses  terms  for  the  athletic 
arena.  In  order  to  participate  in  the 
Greek  games  one  b^  to  be  a  citizen. 


He  did  not  run  the  race  to  gain  cltizoi- 
ship.  When  an  athlete  was  in  top  condi¬ 
tion  and  ready  to  perform,  he  was  pro¬ 
nounced  “perfect.”  This  is  not  moral 
perfection.  It  is  more  like  maturity. 
Paul  wanted  to  reach  top  spiritual 
condition.  That  was  his  sin^e  goal  and 
it  demanded  his  best.  The  secret  of 
progress  was  his  concoitration  on  a 
single  goal. 

^me  (Christians  are  so  busy  dying  to 
self  that  they  never  come  brck  to  life 
again  to  run  the  race.  Others  are  sure 
they  can  make  it  on  their  own  and 
never  seek  God’s  help.  Paul  was  wil¬ 
ling  to  forget  his  failures  as  a  (Christ¬ 
ian,  his  hardships  and  difficulties,  and 
his  confidoice  in  the  flesh.  He  focused 
on  a  single  goal  and  gave  it  his  total 
effort. 

Today  we  need  to  remember  that  a 
man  does  not  become  a  winning 
athlete  by  listening  to  lectures,  watclh 
ing  movies,  reading  books,  or  (Peering 
at  the  games.  He  becomes  a  winning 
athlete  by  getting  in  the  game,  deter¬ 
mining  to  win,  ^  expending  all  his 
energy  in  the  disciplined  effort  to 
reach  his  goal.  Likewise,  the  Christian 
does  not  become  the  salt  of  the  earth  or 
the  light  of  the  world  by  simply  listen¬ 
ing  to  Bible  studies,  sermons,  tapes, 
music,  and  looking  at  movies.  He  must 
get  into  the  arena  of  life  and  live  out  his 
faith.  God  works  in  men  that  he  may 
work  through  men.  Maturity  comes  as 
men  accept  the  challenge  of  growing  in 
loving  service. 

The  threat  of  permissivenew  (3:17- 
4:1)  —  Paul  knew  the  power  of  exam¬ 
ple  both  for  teaching  and  encourag- 
ment.  He  encouraged  men  to  o^y  him 
as  he  copied  (Christ.  Persons,  not  rules, 
teach  (Christian  conduct. 

Paul  was  grieved  by  the  enemies  of 
the  cross.  It  was  at  the  cross  that  men 
did  their  worst  against  God  while  God 
did  his  best  on  their  behalf.  These 
moral  perverts  were  turning  liberty 
into  license.  Tbeir  lives  were  filled 
with  waste  and  ruin  because  appetite 
was  their  master,  gratification  of  the 
flesh  was  their  motive,  and  material, 
temporal  interests  and  things  filled 
their  minds.  Then  they  enjoy^  boast¬ 
ing  about  their  evil  practices. 

Paul  quickly  reminds  the  readers  of 
thw  duid  cithenship.  They  are  to  live 
under  the  principles,  ideals,  and  laws 
of  heaven.  LiteraUy  they  are  to  be  a 
patch  of  heaven  on  earth  so  that  earth 
can  becMne  more  like  heaven. 

Like  soldiers  in  the  battlefield,  as¬ 
sailed  ^  enemies  and  pressures  on 
every  side,  the  Christians  are  to  stand 
firm. 


When  this  message  was  first  written 
it  was  directed  to  a  small  group  of 
God’s  people  who  had  dared  to  venture 
back  from  Babylon  after  seventy 
years  of  captivity  to  rebuild  the  waste 
places  of  Judah.  They  met  with  much 
opposition  and  resistance.  Hated  and 
despised,  they  deeply  needed  this  word 
of  encouragement  and  hope. 

Oppression  is  a  common  experience 
today,  not  limited  to  the  poor  and 
needy.  Do  you  feel  at  times  that  all  of 
your  hours  are  consumed  in  the  effort 
to  make  a  living,  with  little  time  Idt  for 
just  living?  So  much  to  pay  that  there 
is  no  time  to  play  or  pray?  Do  the 
political  scene,  the  international  situa¬ 
tion,  the  immoral  and  criminal  ele¬ 
ments  of  society  rob  you  of  your  peace 
of  mind?  Surely  most  of  us  need  this 
lesson. 

1.  The  privileges  of  the  preachers 
(Isa.  61:14).  When  we  compare  this 
passage  with  Luke  4:16-21,  we  know 
that  it  deals  with  the  ministry  of  the 
promised  Messiah.  But  it  is  also  true 
that,  since  Jesus  came  and  made  the 
fulfillmoit  of  all  of  this  possible,  it  can 
now  be  said  to  be  descriptive  ^  all  of 
the  wonderful  things  preachers  in 
every  generation  are  indvileged  to  do. 
“There  is  also  a  sense  in  whi(^  the  pas¬ 
sage  presents  a  blueprint  for  the  type 
of  ministry  that  (jod’s  servants  are  to 
perform  in  every  age.”  Page  H.  Kel¬ 
ley,  The  Broadman  Bihle  Commen- 
tai7,  V(ri.  5,  p.  362. 

'Though  not  anointed  as  was  his  LmxI, 
he  is  caUed  in  a  special  way  to  preadi, 
to  proclaim  glad  tidings.  What  a 
pri^ege  is  his  to  witness  the  great 
healing  and  saving  power  of  the  word 
he  preaches!  Grief-stricken  persons 
receive  grace  to  bear  their  sorrows 
with  fortitude  and  patience.  He  sees 
the  weak  made  strong  through  faith  in 
the  word.  Homes  on  the  rocks  are 
brought  back  to  the  Rock,  (^ptives  of 
all  ages,  bound  in  the  prison  house  of 
sin,  are  brought  to  know  and  love  him 
who  is  able  to  “break  the  bars  of  iron 
asunder”  and  make  them  free. 

Onerous  burdens  are  exchanged  for 
a  joy  unspeakable,  and  a  peace  which 
passes  all  understimding  replaces  tiie 
heavy  stones  (rf  doubt  and  fear .  He  sees 
the  saplings  of  the  world  tossed,  driven 
about,  and  in  peril  of  being  uprooted, 
changed  into  oaks  of  ri^teousness, 
planM  by  the  Lord  and  bringing 
to  him!  How  great  indeed  are  the 
privileges  of  the  preacher. 

2.  The  prevtotoas  tor  the  priests  (Isa. 
61:44).  In  verse  four,  the  emphasis 
shifts  from  the  preacher  to  the  people 
who  have  received  his  message  in 


faith.  Here  and  in  1  Peter  2:9  they  are 
called  “priests  of  the  Lord”  and  “a 
royal  priesthood.”  That  all  believers 
are  priests  unto  God  is  a  teaching  of 
great  significance  to  many  Christians. 
Observe  the  many  provisions  which 
become  theirs  under  the  mighty  hand 
of  God.  They  become  successful  in 
their  endeavors  for  the  kingdom.  In  the 
immediate  situation  they  are  assured 
that  they  will  “build  the  old  wastes, 
etc.”  The  peoples  of  the  world  will 
eventually  come  to  recognize  their 
eminent  position  among  fte  nations, 
and  will  gladly  assist  them.  Both 
material  needs  and  a  sense  of  fulfill¬ 
ment  and  high  purpose  will  be  richly 
provided.  All  of  the  past  shame  and 
humiliation  during  their  days  of  cap¬ 
tivity  will  be  forgotten  in  the  abun¬ 
dance  of  joy,  high  honors,  and  happy 
lot  in  life. 

How  untiring  should  be  the  efforts, 
how  deeply  committed  the  lives  to  his 
service,  how  generous  the  gifts  of  the 
priests  of  a  Lord  whose  immeasurable 
capacity  to  love,  unfailing  strength, 
and  wi^om  without  limits  are  all  di¬ 
rected  toward  the  ultimate  victory  of 
his  people  over  every  evil  power. 

3.  The  praises  of  the  people  (Isa. 
61:16-11).  At  this  point  the  proi^t  be¬ 
comes  the  spokesman  for  the 
people— all  of  the  redeemed.  His  exul¬ 
tant  rejoicing  in  God  springs  out  of  his 
sure  knowl^ge  of  salvation  and  all 
that  it  means  to  him  now  and  for  all 
eternity.  The  righteousness,  which 
came  as  a  gift  from  God,  gives  him  a 
sense  of  goodness  and  self-worth  unat¬ 
tainable  by  the  self-centered  person. 

His  praise  of  God  is  as  pure  as  the 
virgin  heart  of  a  bride  and  as  guileless 
as  a  woman  who  knows  that  she  is  the 
choice  of  her  beloved.  Such  praise  can 
know  no  end.  It  is  also  as  certain  as  the 
life  of  a  plant  which  exists  only  be¬ 
cause  a  s^,  dying  to  self,  fell  into  the 
cultivated  soil  ot  the  garden  and  began 
a  new  existence,  which  in  itself  U  a 
song  of  praise  to  God. 

In  verse  11  there  seems  to  be  a  hint 
that  the  iH'aise  of  the  people  is  {H’aise 
directed  toward  them  by  the  nations 
who  previously  criticized  and 
maligmMl  them.  Seeing  vdiat  God  has 
done  for  them  and  through  them,  the 
nations  at  last  recognize  the  true  worth 
d  the  redeemed  and  direct  to  them 
their  long  overdue  praise.  The  praise 
of  the  people  could  also  well  be  that 
which  God  brings  to  his  people  through 
the  multiplicity  his  blessings.  “W^ 
done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servmit” 
(Matt.  25:21). 


Seven  diapters,  2  Samuel  13:1-19:8, 
are  devoted  to  the  sad  and  sordid  story 
of  Absalom’s  betrayal  of  David  and  his 
attempt  to  overthrow  his  father  and 
establish  himself  as  king.  David  may 
have  been  successful  in  building  a 
kingdom  but  he  failed  miserably  as  a 
father.  It  showed  in  Absalcun’s  rebell¬ 
ion  and  in  his  other  children  who 
proved  to  be  spoiled  and  sinful.  He 
failed  to  guide  and  discipline  them. 
They  brought  him  constant  misery. 

Prior  to  his  attempted  coup  d’etat, 
Absalom  was  banished  for  killing  his 
half  brother,  Amnon,  who  had  raped 
his  sister,  Tamar.  This  is  one  incic^t 
that  is  an  example  of  what  David  faced 
with  his  children.  Through  Joab’s  in¬ 
fluence,  David  was  persuaded  to  let  his 
wayward  son  return  home.  It  was  at 
this  time  that  Absalom  set  his  sights  on 
his  father’s  throne  and  began  a  conspi¬ 
racy  to  magnify  David’s  failures  ^ 
fore  the  people  while  building  his  own 
credoitials  to  give  better  leadership. 
He  portrayed  himself  as  the  champion 
of  the  people,  who  if  given  the  throne, 
would  lead  them  to  greater  strength 
and  prosperity. 

He  traveled  to  Hebron,  supposedly  to 
worship  but  actually  to  make  his  f^ 
move.  He  decided  it  was  time  to  take 
the  big  gamble,  so  he  allowed  his  sup¬ 
porters  to  proclaim  him  king,  and  re¬ 
volution  was  on. 

David  was  caught  completely  by 
surprise,  although  had  he  been  more 
sensitive  he  could  have  seen  the  oppos¬ 
ition  building.  He  was  shocked  airi  felt 
betrayed.  David  had  to  flee  from 
Jerusalem  as  a  large  number  ot  the 
citizens  joined  the  enthusiastic  sup- 
pcxlers  of  the  young  prince.  Men  loyal 
to  David  were  able  to  infiltrate  the  re¬ 
bellious  forces  and  learn  of  their  plans. 
This  would  prove  valuable  whm  the 
two  forces  would  battle  each  other. 

(1) ’The  battle  for  the  throne  (2  Samnel 
18:  54) 

David  and  his  military  leaders 
showed  superior  military  skill  by 
choosing  to  fight  in  the  forest  of 
Ephraim,  east  of  the  Jordan.  This 
rough,  wooded  terrain  would  better 
suit  David’s  professional  soldiers  over 
Absalom’s  green  citizen  army. 

David  did  not  participate  in  the  con¬ 
flict  but  divided  his  army  into  three 
divisions  foi*  a  surprise  attack.  He 
pleaded  with  his  three  nephews,  Joab, 
Abishai  and  Ittai,  who  were  also  milit¬ 
ary  ieado^,  to  spare  Absalom’s  life  if 
the  rebellion  were  put  down. 

Like  many  people  today,  David’s 
feeble  efforts  to  salvage  a  relationship 


with  his  son  was  a  case  of  too  little,  too 
late.  The  scriptures  record  no  effort  by 
David  prior  to  this  crisis  to  take  the 
initiative  in  reconciliation.  Now  that 
he  wa>ited  to  work  it  out,  the  damage 
had  already  been  done.  Perhaps  had 
he  demonstrated  a  deep  love  for  his  son 
and  set  a  better  example  for  his  son ,  all 
this  trouble  could  have  been  avoided. 

Soon  after  the  battle  began,  Ab¬ 
salom’s  forces  were  routed. 
Thousands  died.  It  is  a  sad  commen¬ 
tary  that  so  many  suffered  because  of 
the  conflict  and  lack  of  communication 
between  a  father  and  his  son. 

2.  ’The  death  of  the  rebel  (2  Samuel 

18:6,14) 

Absalom  sought  to  escape  on  his 
mule  when  his  long  hair  b^ame  -en¬ 
tangled  in  the  branches  of  an  oak  tree. 
The  mule  continued,  leaving  the  prince 
suspended  in  air  hanging  by  his  hair. 
His  long  hair,  a  source  of  pride  (2 
Samuel  14:25-M),  proved  to  be  his  un¬ 
doing. 

The  pursuing  soldiers  were  reluc¬ 
tant  to  harm  him,  remonbering  the 
words  of  the  King.  Joab  a|q>eared  and 
was  angry  that  the  rebel  leader  had  not 
been  slain.  He  once  again  showed  his 
self  will,  stubbornness  and  cold¬ 
heartedness  as  he  hurled  three  darts 
into  the  body  of  Absalom.  He  ignored 
reminders  of  the  king’s  words.  His  sol¬ 
diers  quickly  follow^  his  example  and 
with  their  swords  finished  him  off. 
With  Absalom’s  death  the  battle  was 
over  and  the  threat  to  the  throne  re¬ 
moved.  Absalom’s  body  was  ig- 
nominiously  dumped  in  the  valley  be¬ 
tween  the  Mount  of  Olives  and 
Jerusalem.  Years  later,  another  be- 
trayo-,  by  the  name  of  Judas  Iscariot, 
would  de  buried  in  the  same  general 
area. 

3.  David’s  grief  and  Joab’s  anger  (2 

Samuel  18:3142) 

Despite  Absalom’s  evil  and 
treach^,  David  hoped  against  hope 
that  he  niight  have  survived. 
was  sent  to  bear  the  sad  tidings  and  do 
it  as  gently  as  possible.  It  still  cut 
David  to  the  heart  when  he  heard  that 
his  son  was  dead.  He  burst  into  we^ 
ing  and  lamented  over  his  son’s  death. 
This  is  one  of  the  saddest  and  most  dis¬ 
tressing  scenes  in  all  the  Bible.  His  un¬ 
controllable  grief  reflects  not  only  his 
keen  sense  of  loss  but  also  the  realiza¬ 
tion  that  his  failures  as  a  father  had 
contributed  to  this  tragedy. 

So  caught  up  in  his  own  sorrow  was 
David  that  he  failed  to  proptfly  re¬ 
ceive  his  victorious  troops  as 
commander-in-chief. 
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Strong  Hope 

dedicates 

building 


“Missions,  service”  watchwords 
lead  to  Hardy  scholarship  fund 


>^»<«inedy,pugtor.lrit.acceputhe 

to  the  new  family  life  center  at 
wong  Hope  Oiurch,  (k>plah  (kuinty, 
from  Joe  W.  Butler,  chairman  of  the 
Building  Committee.  The  preeentation 
was  made  during  the  recent  dedication 
service. 


A  large  crowd  gathered  for  the  noon  meal  in  the  new  family  life  center  at  Strong 
Hope  Church,  Copiah  County,  on  the  Sunday  of  the  building  dedication.  The  multi- 
purpoee  building  houses  sducational,  recreational,  and  dining  facilities. 


Networks  anti-Christian 
hut  not  anti-Semitic 


TUPELO,  Miss.  (EP)— Procter  & 
Gamble,  American  Motors,  and 
American  Home  Products  have  been 
hxined  as  the  leading  sponsors  of  anti- 
(3iristian  televisiaQ  programs.  The  re¬ 
port,  released  by  the  National  Federa¬ 
tion  for  Decency,  was  based  on 
monitoring  covering  prime-time  tele¬ 
vision  from  Jan.  30  -  June  15,  1983. 
Programs  selected  for  the  report  fea¬ 
tured  episodes  of  commits  which 
mocked  or  belittled  Giristianity  or 
Oiristians. 

Donald  E.  Wildmon,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  who  heads  the 
NFD,  said  the  networks  continually  air 
anti-Christian  programs.  “The  net- 

Chimes  given 
Faith  Church 

On  Nov.  20,  Faith  Baptist  Church, 
Lawrence  (bounty  celebrated  its  first 
anniversary.  Guest  speakers  in  the 
special  afternoon  service  were  pastors 
and  laypeirons  who  had  a  part  in  the 
church  this  past  year. 

Walt  and  Sally  Shoemaker  (rf  Sontag 
presented  to  the  church  a  set  of  Maas- 
rowe  chimes  to  be  installed  in  the 
organ  in  honor  (rf  Ralph  Oanford,  who 
is  first  pastor  of  Faith  Church.  Later, 
when  a  church  building  is  built,  not 
only  can  the  chimes  be  beard  in  the 
dnnxh,  but  a  speaker  in  the  steeple 
will  enable  them  to  be  heard  ringing 
out  over  the  conununity. 


works  do  not  allow  anti-semitic  prog¬ 
rams  to  be  aired,”  Wildmon  said. 

“That  is  as  it  should  be.  However, 
they  impose  a  double^tandard  in  re- 
gaH  to 'Christians.  Anti-Christian 
programs  are  common  on  the  net- 
woits.  Anyone  trying  to  produce  an 
anti-semitic  program  would  be 
blackbaUed  by  the  networks  and  Hol- 
lirwood.  However,  those  producing 
anti-Christian  programs  are  wel¬ 
comed  with  open  arms  and  paid  large 
sums  of  money  for  their  services.” 

The  minister  said  that  the  anti- 
Oiristian  bias  of  the  networks  is  no  sur¬ 
prise.  He  noted  that  the  Lich- 
ter/Rothman  report  on  the  people  who 
control  network  TV  explained  the 
reason  for  the  networks’  anti-Christian 
programs. 

According  to  Lichter/Rothman,  the 
people  who  are  responsible  for  televi¬ 
sion  programs  aren’t  religious  at  all. 
While  59  percent  were  rsdsed  in  the 
Jewish  faith,  25  percent  in  sonde  Pro¬ 
testant  faith  and  12  percent  as 
C!atholics,  currently  45  percent  claim, 
no  religious  affiliation. 

Also,  93  percent  say  they  currently 
seldom  or  never  att^  any  religious 
services.  Those  responsible  for  the  TV 
programs  wanted  religion  to  have  ex- 
tren^y  little  influence,  listing  religion 
next  to  last  in  preferr^  influence. 

The  balance  between  pride  in  past 
achievements  and  consciousness  of 
present  shortcomings  is  difficult  to 
strike.-^ohn  O’Ren. 


Bellevne,  Rente  4,  Hattlesbnrg: 

Dec.  11;  Sunday  School  at  9:45  a.m., 
morning  worship  at  11;  lunch  in  fel¬ 
lowship  hall;  guest  sp^er,  Burl  T. 
Patterson,  a  former  pastor;  A.  J. 
Pace,  pastor. 

Chorcbes  must  win  new  persons  at 
the  rate  of  45  million  every  year  be¬ 
tween  now  and  A.D.  2,000  just  to  stay 
even  with  population  growth. 


Members  of  Hardy  Church,  Grenada 
County,  voted  on  June  12, 1977,  to  start 
a  perpetual  fund  to  help  ministerial 
students  in  need  of  financial  aid.  Since 
then,  special  offerings  have  been  taken 
each  November  for  the  fund,  and  also 
individuals  within  and  outside  the 
membership,  have  given  to  the  fund. 

The  Scholarship  Committee,  com¬ 
posed  of  W.  R.  Moss,  Chairman,  Bea 
C!aldwell,  James  England,  and  Alan 
Purdie,  present  the  names  of  selected 
recipients  to  the  church  membership 
by  December  1  of  each  year.  Scholar- 
jfships  then  are  granted  for  aid  in  the 
spring,  summer,  or  fall  semester,  the 
recipient  selecting  the  semester. 

The  first  scholarship  of  $90.00,  was 
awarded  in  January  1960  to  Ronald 
Truitt  Meeks,  student  at  Blue  Moun¬ 
tain  OiUege. 

The  second  scholarship,  of  $145.00, 
was  awarded  in  January  1961  to  Marc 
Johnston  Padelford,  student  at  Missis¬ 
sippi  (}oUege. 

The  third  schpiarship,  of  $200.00,  was 
awarded  in  January  1982  to  Emon 
White,  student  at  Clarke  College. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  scholarships  of 
$200.00  each  were  awarded  in  January 
1983  to  Guy  Alvin  Hu^ies,  student  at 
Mississi{^i  College,  and  Mack  Wayne 
C^arney,  student  at  Gailie  (College. 

(Xurently,  the  committee  has  16  ap¬ 
plications  for  aid  to  be  awarded  in 
January  1984.  This  year  there  will 
again  be  two  scholarahips  givoi,  in- 


Devotional - — - 

How  can  this  be? 

By  David  E.  Hall,  pastor,  First,  West  Point 
Gabriel  delivered  to  Mary  the  greatest  revelatiim  of  divine  planning  ever  to  be 
heard  by  human  ears.  The  Son  ^  the  Most  High  was  about  to  be  born  into  the 
world  a^  Mary  herself  was  to  be  the  favored  mother  of  this  special  child.  Mary 
asked  only  one  question:  “How  can  this  be,  since  I  am  a 
virgin?”  (Luke  1:34). 

Mary  had  no  questions  about  the  restoration  of  the  throne  oi 
David  or  about  the  miracle  of  an  everlasting  kingdom.  Her 
only  question  was  about  her  ability  to  fulfil  the  rde  which  was 
revealed  to  be  God’s  purpose  for  her  in  his  great  plan.  Mary 
was  an  unmarried  virgin  which,  in  her  thinking  at  this  point, 
meant  that  she  lacked  those  qualifications,  resources,  and 
opportunities  which  this  mission  in  life  would  require. 
Gabriel’s  answer  to  Mary’s  question  was  that  the  fulfillment 
Hall  of  her  role  in  the  plan  of  God  was  a  matter  of  divine  power,  not 

human  ability:  “17)0  Holy  ^irit  will  come  upon  you,  and  the  power  of  (he  Most 
High  will  overshadow  you  . . .  For  nothing  will  be  impossible  with  God”  (Luke 
1:35, 37).  Mary’s  response  was  one  of  faith  and  cmnmitment:  “Be  it  done  to  me 
according  to  your  word”  (Luke  1:38). 

What  is  the  coming  of  Jesus  really  about?  For  one  thing,  it  is  about  God  doing 
something  in  our  lives  which  is  impossible  for  human  flesh  alone  to  accomplish. 
It  took  the  miracle  God’s  grace  and  power  for  Jesus  to  be  formed  in  Mary’s 
womb,  and  when  Jesus  enters  into  a  human  heart  today,  that  same  grace 
power  are  at  work.  Tlie  coming  of  Jesus  is  about  the  miracle  of  new  life,  the 
miracle  that  happens  when  (jod’s  grace  and  power  are  met  by  our  faith  and 
commitment.  This  is  the  answer  to  Mary’s  question— and  ours. 


Hardy  church,  Granada  (^unty. 


creasdM  to  $250.00  eadi.  The  current 
principal  fund  is  $3,848. 

Hardy  (3iurch  was  organized  in  1840. 
Since  the  beginning,  missions  and  ser¬ 
vice  have  bMn  its  watchwords.  The 
church  had  other  names  in  its  begin¬ 
ning:  Antioch,  Troy,  Mount  Paran. 
Early  worship  was  in  a  log  school 
house.  Earliest  members  had  quar¬ 
terly  meetings  to  pray  for  missions. 

The  first  sermon  preached  on 
foreign  missions  by  Pastor  J.  G.  Hall 
was  so  forceful  that  $20.00  was  raised 
that  day  for  foreign  missions. 

In  1880  the  Ladies  Missionary  Soci¬ 
ety  was  organized  with  14  women.  The 
women  made  and  sold  quilts  and 
raised  $50.00  for  missions.  A  Sunday 
Sdiool  was  then  organized. 

The  church  records  were  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1890.  Under  the  leadership  of 
Pastor  A.  A.  Lomax,  the  church  was 
'revived  until  his  deaft  in  1907.  In  1924, 


the  church  was  so  poor  the  members 
h^  to  bring  coal  from  home  to  have  a 
fire  to  worSiip  by. 

Thai  in  the  period  1925-1940  a  re¬ 
newed  interest  arose.  The  records 
again  were  burned,  and  in  1925  a  new 
roll  was  started,  wi&  only  ten  claiming 
membership. 

Soon  a  Baptist  Young  People’s  Union 
was  organized.  The  year  1935  found  fi¬ 
nancially  poor  Hardy  Church  asking 
the  state  mission  board  for  assistance. 
From  then  on,  Hardy  Church  has 
grown.  In  1952,  a  new  building  was  de¬ 
dicated,  in  1953  a  new  pastorium  was 
built,  and  in  1960  an  education  building 
was  added.  Then  in  1975  a  fellowship 
and  recreation  building  was  com¬ 
pleted. 

In  1977  the  scholarship  program  was 
added  to  give  a  thrust  to  the  missions 
effort.  Gary  Black  is  the  present  pas¬ 
tor. 


Parkway  Church,  Hooston,  has  cal¬ 
led  Dan  Wilemon  of  Tupelo  as  pastor. 
Wilemon  was  in  evangelism  from  1979 
until  August,  1963. 
He  had  b^  pastor 
in  Mississippi  and 
North  Carolina  for 
ten  years  prior  to 
this.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Blue 
Mountain  (hllege 
and  Southeastern 
Seminary.  Since  he 
Wilemon  ^gnt  to  Parkway  in 
August  of  this  year,  the  church  has 
added  21  on  profession  of  faith  and  15 
by  letter. 

Andre  Dobson,  pastor  of  Blackwater 
Church,  Kemper  Chunty,  has  resigned 
to  accept  the  pastorate  of  Ravenwood 
Church,  (hlumbia,  S.  C. 

James  E.  Watts,  pastor  for  nearly 
seven  years  at  Springfield  Church, 
Morton,  has  resigned  in  order  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  pastorate  of  Temple  Church, 
Jackson.  On  his  closing  Sunday  at 
Springfield,  the  church  gave  a  recep¬ 


tion  in  honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watts  and 
presented  them  with  a  variety  of  gi^. 

James  Spencer,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Morton,  has  resigned  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  pastorate  of  West  Heights 
Church,  Pontotoc. 
He  is  a  native  of 
Itawamba  County 
and  a  graduate  of 
Belmont  Chllege, 
University  of 
Southern  Missis¬ 
sippi,  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  and 

Luther  Rice  Semi- 
Spencer  nary.  Before  going 
to  Morton,  he  was  pastor  of  Sherman 
(hurch.  For  11  years  he  was  on  the 
faculty  of  Qaite  (College. 

Tommy  Scarborough  has  been  cal¬ 
led  to  West  Jackson  Street  Church, 
Tupelo,  as  minister  of  music  and 
youth.  He  and  his  wile,  (hlia,  and  three 
children  will  be  moving  to  Lee  Ckxinty 
in  January  from  Hickory,  N.C. 
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